April 11 - 20, 2023

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO
Birding and Natural History

Greetings, Fellow Explorer!
In the following pages we’ve laid out the
details of our 2022 trip to the Caribbean
islands of Trinidad & Tobago. This itinerary is
loaded with wonderful highlights such as:
•
•
•
•

On Trinidad, you’ll be surrounded by the
richest diversity of birds on any island in the
Caribbean.
Up-close views of exotic birds from the
world-famous veranda at the Asa Wright
Nature Center.
The best beach in the western hemisphere
for nesting Leatherback Turtles.
On Tobago, the chance to snorkel coral
reefs in the warm tropical waters of the
Caribbean.

TRIP DETAILS
Start Date: April 11, 2023
Duration of Main Tour: 10 days
Number of participants: Max of 14
Price of Tour: $3,745 per person
Deposit: $1,600
Single Supplement: $1,400
Included:
•
•
•
•
•

Double-occupancy lodging
Ground and water transportation
Breakfasts and lunches
Excursions and park fees
Guiding services

Not Included:
•
•
•
•
•

Flights
Dinners
Alcoholic beverages
Personal items
Optional gratuities for guides

During this two-island tour we’ll find our
share of the 400+ bird species found in the
country. On Trinidad, we’ll visit the worldfamous Asa Wright Nature Center, and we’ll
also go birding at little-known hotspots with
our local Trinidadian guide. We’ll be sure to
see as many of the island’s avian species as possible. On Trinidad, we’ll spend two nights at a beach
where Leatherback Sea Turtles come up to nest, and we will be there at the perfect time to witness this
primeval event.
Leaving Trinidad, we’ll change the pace and travel to the island of Tobago, known for its truly
Caribbean, laid back vibe. We’ll bird the hills and the coast of this lovely little island, then have time in
the afternoons to swim, snorkel, or just relax on the beach. This trip is designed to satisfy both novice
and avid birders alike, and provide you with a fun, tropical getaway.

Steve Robertson and Ivan Phillipsen
Co-owners and Lead Guides at Wild Latitudes
info@wildlatitudes.com

503-714-3504
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Itinerary

Tentative and subject to change depending on weather, road, or other conditions.
Day 1 - Apr 11 - Travel from the States to Trinidad
Group departs the states on a morning, arriving in Trinidad in the evening. We shuttle to
our comfortable hotel where we settle in for the night after a light meal.
Lodging: Cara Hotel

Day 2 - Apr 12 - Bird local hot spots, including the Famous Carino Swamp
We enjoy an early breakfast at the hotel, then head out for a full day of birding. We’ll
visit a number of little-known hotspots with our local guide, keeping an eye out for such
specialties as the Chestnut-colored Woodpecker, the Blue-and-Yellow Macaw, and the
Blue Dacnis. In the late afternoon, we’ll head to the Carino Swamp, world famous for its
flocks of Scarlet Ibises. We’ll tour this magnificent swamp by boat to witness the mixed
flocks of waterbirds feeding in its shallows. Egrets, Herons, Jabiru and the Roseate
Spoonbill are all commonly seen here. We then travel to our hotel to relax and enjoy
dinner, after which we’ll go over our bird list of the day.
Lodging: TBD. Asa Wright Nature Center (if open)
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Day 3 - Apr 13 - Birding the lush grounds of Asa Wright
The day will be spent birding Asa Wright Nature center, famous to birders around the
world as a must-visit destination. We’ll put special emphasis on finding local specialties
such as the Golden-headed Manikin, the Tufted Coquette, and the unique Oilbird,
species that are difficult to see most anywhere else on the Island. We’ll gather before
dinner to enjoy the amazing bird activity at Asa Wright’s famous bird feeders, then go
over our bird list, followed by dinner.
Lodging: TBD. Asa Wright Nature Center (if open)

Day 4 - Apr 14 - Birding the Blanchisseuse Road
We’ll venture north to bird the Blanchisseuse Road, where species such as the Blueheaded Parrot, Rufous-tailed Jacamar and the Green-backed Trogon are all possible,
along with a host of others. We’ll return in time to meet on the veranda to add our new
species to our list, followed by another wonderful dinner.
Lodging: TBD. Asa Wright Nature Center (if open)

Day 5 - Apr 15 - Bird our way to the NW Coast
After breakfast we load the vans to bird our way to the far NW Coast of Trinidad.
Once at our beach-front hotel, we’ll check in, relax a bit, then bird the surrounds in

To register for this tour, email or call: steve@wildlatitudes.com, 503-714-3504

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

Apr 11 - 20, 2023

the late-afternoon/evening. We’ll be staying
Masked Cardinal
at the number-one location in the western
hemisphere for nesting Leatherback Sea
Turtles, and before dinner, we will sit down for
a little natural history lesson on these amazing
creatures. After dinner, we’ll learn the important
etiquette we’ll all need to utilize when viewing
Leatherbacks, then head out after dusk
onto the beach to witness the massive seagoing reptiles as they come up on shore to
laboriously dig their nests and lay their eggs.
Seeing this ancient phenomena first-hand is, for many, one of the most unforgettable
moments of their lives…
Lodging: Mt. Plaisir Estate Hotel

Day 6 - Apr 16 - Birds and Leatherbacks
We’ll bird the coastal region and the hotel surrounds in the morning before having lunch
at the hotel. Species of note here include the endemic Trinidad Piping Guan and the
stunning Lilac-tailed Parrotlet. We’ll have a bit of free time to enjoy the beach in the
afternoon, then bird a bit more in the evening. Bird list, followed by dinner.
Lodging: Mt. Plaisir Estate Hotel

Day 7 - Apr 17 - Travel day to Tobago
We’ll offer an optional pre-breakfast birding, have
breakfast at the hotel, then load the van and depart
for the airport. We’ll arrive to the Airport by noon,
with plenty of time to have a quick lunch before we
board our 2:00pm flight to Tobago. After the 30
min flight, we collect our bags, load the vehicles
and travel to our beautiful hotel located right on
the beach, the Blue Waters Inn, arriving there well
before dark. After checking in, we’ll have time to
bird the grounds and go over our bird list before
dinner.
Lodging: Blue Waters Inn

Guianan Trogon

Day 8 - Apr 18 - Birding Tobago
Optional pre-breakfast birding, then we’ll head
out after breakfast to bird the islands forests and
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Green Honeycreeper

The Island of Tobago

Leatherback Sea Turtle

Purple Honeycreeper
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coastal areas, returning to the hotel by
1:00 or so for a late lunch. We’ll have time
to enjoy the beach during the heat of
the afternoon, and there is the chance to
snorkel nearby reefs as well. We’ll bird
the grounds again in the evening before
we meet to go over the bird list and enjoy
dinner.
Lodging: Blue Waters Inn

Day 9 - Apr 19 - A Day to Enjoy Tobago
Today is designed to give people options
to spend as they like… We will offer an
optional birding outing to Little Tobago
Island, and a bit of snorkeling perhaps a
bit of island exploration… or people can
choose to enjoy the day on the beach with
a good book. We’ll gather before dinner to
discuss the next day before we dine.

Apr 11 - 20, 2023

Our Commitment
to Conservation
On every Wild Latitudes tour, we aim to make
a positive conservation impact wherever we
travel. We utilize the services of local guides
and, when possible, stay in environmentallysensitive, locally-owned lodges. Through
our partnership with the Rainforest Trust, a
portion of all international tour fees goes
to purchasing rainforest acreage, for its
protection in perpetuity. On every trip, we also
make a contribution to a local conservation
effort that works to protect a native species or
ecosystem.

Lodging: Blue Waters Inn

Scarlet Ibises at Caroni Swamp on Trinidad Island
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Day 10 - Apr 20 - Travel back to Trinidad, tour the Carino Swamp, Travel Home
Optional pre-breakfast birding, then we’ll enjoy our last morning at the Blue Waters Inn
and its wonderful beach. After lunch at the hotel, we’ll load the vans and head for the
airport. We fly back to Trinidad, arriving with plenty of time to have dinner at the airport
before flying home.

Your GuideS
STEVE ROBERTSON
A true lover of the natural world, Steve Robertson has been a student of nature his
entire life. First, as a little boy, who caught every creature he could for the mini zoo
he kept in the garage, then later as an adult, leading scientific research expeditions
into some of the most remote regions of the world, searching for rare species in
such places as Tasmania, Madagascar, and the upper Amazon Basin.
He is the Co-owner of Wild Latitudes. With degrees in Wildlife Biology, advanced
biology & education, Steve has worked in the field of Environmental Education
for over 30 years. From 1998 to 2017, he served as the Education Director for the
Audubon Society of Portland, creating a number of innovative programs including
International Ecotours, a program that has won hundreds of accolades from around
the country. During his time with Audubon, Steve personally designed and led
ecotours to over 20 countries, spanning six continents.

DAN VAN DEN BROEK
Dan spent countless days tracking down birds, up to his knees in muck or crashing
through poison oak exploring a woodlot next to his childhood home. Dan’s single
minded pursuit of birds opened his eyes to how plants and the landscape were
being used by his avian neighbors. His curiosity expanded to include anything
he could identify: dragonflies, butterflies, frogs, salamanders, small mammals,
etc. There are so many rewards when you take a minute to pay attention to what
is happening in nature, such as interpreting behavior, understanding migratory
patterns, and knowing intricate plant and animal relationships, to name a few.
To understand the rich and varied lives of birds opens a window into the
interconnectedness of our world. Critical to our understanding of nature and
conservation is to consider how people and nature can coexist in a mutually
beneficial way and vital to travel is to ensure that people and nature benefit from
tourism.
Dan spent the past 18 years leading trips throughout the world, sharing amazing
experiences with hundreds of people.
It’s a privilege for him to have the opportunity to share these experiences with all of you!

To register for this tour, email or call: steve@wildlatitudes.com, 503-714-3504

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
THE PACE AND STYLE OF OUR TOURS
The primary goal of our trips is to experience and learn about the natural world, especially the
region’s birds and other wildlife, and of course, to have fun! As birding is often a primary focus
of our tours, and birds are active in the morning, we will sometimes have early morning outings
before breakfast. That said, our style of birding may not be ideal for hard-core “listers.” We
prefer to spend time observing the species we encounter, and learn a bit about their natural
history, rather than rushing through the field to add the maximum number of species to our
bird list. We also make diversions for interesting, non-avian wildlife, plants, geological wonders,
and cultural activities. The pace of most of our trips is moderate, and we encourage anyone in
good health to attend and enjoy the experience. Please contact us about if you need specific
information on the types of physical activities on a tour and their physical requirements.
We strive to immerse participants in the local culture and to that end, wherever possible, we
stay in locally owned and operated hotels that are designed and run in an environmentally
sustainable way. Though some accomodations may be more basic than others, all are safe,
clean and comfortable. We also utilize the services of local guides, visit local markets, and
other culturally significant sites.
TOUR DATE AND TRIP LEADER CHANGES
Leaders and schedules are determined up to a year in advance of our tours. In the event that
we have a change in a tour’s dates or leaders, we reserve the right to do so, and will strive to
inform participants as early in the process as possible. Additional leaders may be added to
tours according to the group size, and will be specified in the tour itinerary. We also reserve the
right to cancel any trip for which there are insufficient reservations.
HOW TO REGISTER FOR THE TOUR
When you’re ready to sign up for the tour, please let us know by doing one of the following:
•
•

Send us an email at info@wildlatitudes.com
Call us at 503-714-3504

Then we’ll send you the link to our online registration form. You can choose to pay your deposit
by credit card or check. See ‘Deposit Policy’ below.
DEPOSIT POLICY
A deposit is due at the time of registration. A deposit is the only thing that guarantees your
place on the trip. Registration can be made over the phone with a credit card: 503-714-3504.
Note: there is an additional 3.0% fee for credit card payments. This is only what we are charged
by the credit card company.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Checks are happily accepted and should be made out to Wild Latitudes LLC. Include the tour
name on the memo line of the check and send to:
Wild Latitudes, PO Box 25115, Portland, OR 97298.
PAYMENT POLICY
Full payment is required 90 days prior to the tour departure date for international tours or any
tour involving flights; and 30 days prior to the tour departure date for local (i.e. in the Portland,
Oregon area), van-based tours.
CANCELLATION POLICY
In the event a participant needs to cancel a reservation for any tour, the following policies will
apply:
•
•
•

90 days or more prior to tour departure date, the deposit will be refunded, minus an
administrative fee of $100.
Less than 90 days but more than 60 days prior to tour departure date, all payments
refunded, minus 50% of deposit.
Less than 60 days prior to tour departure date, no refunds will be given.

We strongly recommend that you purchase trip cancellation insurance to protect yourself
from unforeseen circumstances.
If for any reason Wild Latitudes cancels a tour prior to the start of the tour, full refunds—minus
the cost of any internal/in-country airline tickets purchased and/or any non-refundable deposits
or expenses already made by Wild Latitudes—will be given to all participants. In the event that
the tour is canceled while underway due to unforeseeable events such as but not limited to
natural disaster, military activities, social uprising, or other extremely dangerous conditions not
within the control of Wild Latitudes, no refund will be issued.

Photo credits:
The following photos by Faraaz Abdool (faraazabdool.com): Masked Cardinal, Guianan Trogon, Green Honeycreeper.

