November 7 - 20, 2021

TASMANIA

Birding and Natural History
Greetings, Fellow Explorer!
Tasmania is simply one of the most beautiful,
enchanting islands in the world, and on this
two week tour, you’ll literally circumnavigate
the whole of it, experiencing the very best that
Tasmania has to offer.
After arriving in Hobart, we’ll head south to
Bruny Island, where Little Penguins and all
of the Tasmania’s 12 endemic species of
birds await, including the rare Forty-spotted
Pardalote.
From here, we’ll travel up the east coast,
visiting Historic Port Arthur and the fishing
villages of Bicheno and St. Helens, known for
their spectacular scenery, excellent birding,
and delicious seafood.
Then it’s on to Launceston to walk the
boardwalks and bird the wetlands fringing the
Tamar River. From here we travel west to Mole
Creek, a known stronghold for both the Duckbilled Platypus and the Tasmanian Devil.

TRIP DETAILS
Start Date: November 7, 2021
Duration of Tour: 14 days
Number of participants: Max of 14
Price of Tour: $3,995 per person
Deposit: $2,000
Single Supplement: $1,195
Included:
•
•
•
•
•

Double-occupancy lodging
Ground and water transportation
Breakfasts and lunches
Excursions and park fees
Guiding services

Not Included:
•
•
•
•
•

Airfare to/from Tasmania at trip beginning/end
Dinners
Alcoholic beverages
Personal items
Optional gratuities for guides

Then it’s up to Cradle Mountain National Park, a World Heritage Area of stunning beauty and
delightful trails, and to Queenstown, where you take an unforgettable ride on the West Coast
Wilderness Railway.
Finally, we head south to Hobart, where we’ll dine on the waterfront to enjoy our last evening together
and reflect on our adventure.
If you’re ready to sign up for this trip, or if you have questions, just get in touch with us by phone or
email!

Steve Robertson and Ivan Phillipsen
Co-owners and Lead Guides at Wild Latitudes

info@wildlatitudes.com

503-714-3504
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Itinerary

Tentative and subject to change depending on weather, road, or other conditions.
Day 1 - Nov 7 - Arrive in Tasmania, Enjoy the Waterfront of Hobart
Group arrives in Hobart and is welcomed at the airport by Steve Robertson of Wild
Latitudes. We load our gear into our vans and travel the short distance to our hotel in
Hobart. After a little to freshen up after the long journey, we re-group to walk to a local
restaurant to enjoy dinner on the waterfront.
Lodging: Quest Savoy Hotel

Day 2 - Nov 8 - Travel to Bruny Island to Bird with our Local Guide
After breakfast, we load the vans and travel south to catch the ferry to Bruny Island.
Once on the island, we head south again, keeping a sharp eye out for an Echidna, an
interesting egg-laying mammal that is fairly common on the island. After checking into
the Explorers Cottages, we meet up with our local guide to begin our day of birding the
island, where all 12 of Tasmania’s endemic birds can be found, including the highly
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sought after Forty-spotted Pardalote. We’ll have lunch in the field to maximize our
time, and return to the cottages to record the species we’ve seen on our bird list before
heading to a nearby pub for dinner.
Lodging: Bruny Island Explorers Cottages

Day 3 - Nov 9 - Birding Bruny Island with our Local Guide
After an early breakfast, we’ll spend the day birding Bruny Island with the goal of
seeing the 12 species of birds that are endemic to Tasmania. We’ll make a special effort
to find the Tasmanian Thornbird, Scrubtit, Tasmanian Scrubwren, and the Yellow
Wattlebird as these can sometimes be difficult to see after leaving Bruny. After dinner
at a nearby restaurant, we’ll head to a nearby beach at dusk, where we’ll lie in nocturnal
wait to see the Little Penguins as they come out of the sea, across the beach, and
into their burrows to spend the night. These enchanting birds are the smallest of all
penguins and are called “Ferries” by the locals. We then head back to the cottages and
call it a night.
Lodging: Bruny Island Explorers Cottages
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Day 4 - Nov 10 - Depart Bruny Island, Travel to the Tasman Peninsula
After breakfast at the cottages, we’ll load up and bird the island bit more before
catching a ferry back to the mainland of Tasmania. From here we’ll head to the Tasman
Peninsula, stopping first for lunch in Hobart. After checking into our lodge, we’ll regroup
to explore and bird the peninsula, known for its dramatic coastline and stunning views.
With a little luck, we should spot both the Pied and Sooty Oystercatchers, among the
host of birds we see. We’ll return to our lodge in time to refresh before we gather to go
over our bird list and have dinner at the lodge’s restaurant.
Lodging: Fox and Hound Lodge

Day 5 - Nov 11 - Visit Port Arthur the Travel up the East Coast
After breakfast at the lodge, we’ll visit the historic penal colony of Port Arthur, one
of Australia’s most significant World Heritage Sites. Constructed in 1853, it is now an
open-air museum that offers a glimpse into the island’s not-so-distant past. We’ll have
the chance to explore the ruins of the prison and get a feel for what life as a convict
must have been like here. We’ll return to the lodge for lunch, then head up the coast
to the charming coastal village of Bicheno, known for its impressive geology, excellent
birding, and world-class seafood. We’ll bird the coast where Silver Gulls, Kelp Gulls,
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White-winged Terns, Little Terns, and many other species of seabirds are found. We’ll
enjoy a little free time to explore the massive rocky headland just across the street from
our cabins, then re-group to go over our bird list before we head to dinner at one of the
village’s restaurants.
Lodging: Bicheno by the Bay

Day 6 - Nov 12- Freycinet National Park
After breakfast, we travel directly to Freycinet National Park, considered the “Jewel
of the East Coast,” and for good reason! Its majestic mountain range of pink, Devonian
granite offers views that are both breathtaking and unforgettable. And the park is home
to Wineglass Bay, where, in 1954, the bay’s stunning beauty inspired Queen Elizabeth II
and Prince Phillip to anchor their Royal Yacht the Britannia so the couple could picnic on
the white sands. We’ll have the day to enjoy the park, and we’ll pack a lunch so we too
can picnic on the beach of Wineglass Bay! We’ll also pack our binoculars because the
birding here is not to be missed: Forest Raven and the endemic Black Currawong can
both be found, among many others. In the afternoon, we’ll head back to our cottages in
Bicheno, refresh, and head to a local restaurant to review our birds and enjoy another
delicious dinner on the coast.
Lodging: Bicheno by the Bay
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Day 7 - Nov 13 - Head to Launceston via Bridport
We’ll have breakfast at a nearby restaurant, then head to the town of Bridport on the
north coast. This is an area not as commonly traveled but rich in sea and shore birds,
like the Australia Pelican, Red-necked Stint, Grey-tailed Tattler and the Curlew
Sandpiper, just to name a few. From here we travel south to Launceston, where, time
permitting, we’ll visit the Queen Victoria Natural History Museum in the afternoon
before heading to dinner.
Lodging: Hotel Colonial

Day 8 - Nov 14 - Bird the Tamar River Wetlands, head to Mole Creek
After breakfast head to the nearby wetlands on the Tamar River and spend the morning
birding this rich area. With miles of boardwalks spanning several distinct bodies of
water, we’re sure to see many new species of waterfowl, including the Chestnut Teal,
Gray teal, Australian Shoveler, Australian Wood Duck, and perhaps even the Bluebilled Duck. The Hoary-headed and Great Crested Grebes are possible here too, as
is Lewin’s Rail. We’ll pack a lunch into the wetlands to make the most of our time here.
We’ll then journey to Mole Creek, small town known best for the Tassie Tiger Bar, and
the display of news clippings on the wall devoted to this extremely rare, possibly extinct
animal. After time to freshen up at the cabins, we’ll head to the Mole Creek Pub for
dinner. We’ll offer an optional night drive to search for nocturnal species like Bennet’s
Wallaby, Tasmanian Pademelon, Quoll, and the Wombat.
Lodging: Mole Creek Holiday Village
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Day 9 - Nov 15 - Trowunna Wildlife Park
Today we’ll travel a short distance to have
breakfast in a very special location, the
Christmas Hills Raspberry Farm, where
most every menu item includes this
On every Wild Latitudes tour, we aim
delicious fruit. The café is located right
to make a positive conservation impact
on the farm grounds, and it has a large
wherever we travel. We utilize the services
pond that offers excellent birding and a
of local guides and, when possible, stay in
chance to view the Duck-billed Platypus
environmentally-sensitive, locally-owned
in action as it feeds. We’ll then head
lodges. Through our partnership with the
to the Trowunna Wildlife Park where
Rainforest Trust, a portion of all international
we’ll have the chance to see many of
tour fees goes to purchasing rainforest
Tasmania’s native mammals and birds up
close and learn about the important rehab
acreage, for its protection in perpetuity.
work happening at the park. Trowunna
On every trip, we also make a contribution
is especially known for its work with the
to a local conservation effort that works to
Tasmanian Devil, and the park is an
protect a native species or ecosystem.
important player in the effort to save this
species from the facial tumor decease that
has decimated its population. After a tour of the park and a little free time, we’ll head to
Cradle Mountain, traversing a wonderful cross-section of Tasmanian geography as we
go. Cradle Mountain is a World Heritage Site renowned for its scenic beauty. We will
stop in the visitor center and, time permitting, drive into the park to help everyone get
better orientated to its layout. We’ll then to head to the lodge for dinner and to review
our species lists.

Our Commitment
to Conservation

Lodging: Highlander Cottages
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Day 10 - Nov 16 - Free Day to Hike & Explore Cradle Mountain
We’ll offer a bit of optional pre-breakfast birding around the cottages to start the day off,
but today everyone can have breakfast at their leisure. This is a free day for everyone to
enjoy the beauty of Cradle Mountain in whatever way they wish. One may choose to go
on a long hike along the park’s famous network of boardwalks & trails, or stay closer
to home to bird the Heath/Eucalyptus forests and button-grass plains that surround
the lodge. One may even choose to hike up Cradle Mountain as the trail to the summit
is well-developed, but of course, rugged and very steep! This day is designed to let
everyone spend as they choose, and to give each individual the chance to truly immerse
themselves in one of the most beautiful places on Earth. Species like the Wombat,
Duck-billed Platypus, and endemic Tasmanian Pademelon may all be easily seen here.
We’ll gather in the evening for dinner at the lodge and to share our day’s adventures
with the group.
Lodging: Highlander Cottages
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Day 11 - Nov 17 - Cradle Mountain to Queenstown
We’ll spend the morning enjoying Cradle Mountain, then meet for lunch at the lodge
before we head south to Queenstown, a town that was once the mining capital of
Tasmania. Time permitting, we’ll visit the Queenstown Mining Museum to learn about
the town’s fascinating history. We’ll stay the next two nights in a historic mansion
called “Penghana,” an Aboriginal word for ‘river crossing. This striking example of late
Victorian architecture was built in 1898 for the General Manager of the Mount Lyell
Mining & Railway Company and was designed to reflect the enormous wealth of the
company. We’ll meet to review our bird list before dining in elegant style.
Lodging: Penghana House

Day 12- Nov 18 - Railway Journey to Strahan
After breakfast at Penghana, we’ll embark the on the West Coast Wilderness Railroad,
an incredible half-day journey from Queenstown to Strahan. The train ascends through
steep mountains powered by the only operating Abt rack and pinion railway in the
Southern Hemisphere. We’ll stop at historic stations, traverse the deep King River
Gorge, and see the dwellings of early west coast pioneers that worked to create
this extraordinary railway. We plan to have lunch in Strahan and bird the area before
returning to Penghana for another delightful evening at the mansion.
Lodging: Penghana House
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Day 13 - Nov 19 - Head South to Hobart
On this, our last full day in Tasmania, we’ll travel south to Hobart, we want to keep a
keen eye out for the rare Wedge-tailed Eagle that inhabits this region. We plan to stop
at Gould’s Lagoon, where the Spotless Crake, Purple Swamphen, and the White-faced
Heron are all possible. We’ll arrive in Hobart with plenty of time to check in, refresh
and re-group to review our bird list one last time. We then dine at a wonderfully unique
restaurant on the waterfront, one that specializes in serving fresh seafood brought in on
boats that dock just feet away.
Lodging: Quest Savoy Hotel

Day 14 - Nov 20 - Travel Home or Extended Travel
After breakfast, we load up and head to the Hobart International Airport to catch flights
back home or on to other destinations in the region. For those flying back to the States,
flights will cross the International Date Line, and the day lost in coming to Australia will
be re-gained, and travelers will arrive back in the States on the same day they leave
Australia.
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Your Guide
STEVE ROBERTSON
A true lover of the natural world, Steve Robertson has been a student
of nature his entire life. First, as a little boy, who caught every creature
he could for the mini zoo he kept in the garage, then later as an adult,
leading scientific research expeditions into some of the most remote
regions of the world, searching for rare species in such places as
Tasmania, Madagascar, and the upper Amazon Basin.
He is the Co-owner of Wild Latitudes. With degrees in Wildlife Biology,
advanced biology & education, Steve has worked in the field of
Environmental Education for over 30 years. From 1998 to 2017, he served
as the Education Director for the Audubon Society of Portland, creating
a number of innovative programs including International Ecotours, a
program that has won hundreds of accolades from around the country.
During his time with Audubon, Steve personally designed and led ecotours to over 20 countries, spanning six
continents.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
THE PACE AND STYLE OF OUR TOURS
The primary goal of our trips is to experience and learn about the natural world, especially the
region’s birds and other wildlife, and of course, to have fun! As birding is often a primary focus
of our tours, and birds are active in the morning, we will sometimes have early morning outings
before breakfast. That said, our style of birding may not be ideal for hard-core “listers.” We
prefer to spend time observing the species we encounter, and learn a bit about their natural
history, rather than rushing through the field to add the maximum number of species to our
bird list. We also make diversions for interesting, non-avian wildlife, plants, geological wonders,
and cultural activities. The pace of most of our trips is moderate, and we encourage anyone in
good health to attend and enjoy the experience. Please contact us about if you need specific
information on the types of physical activities on a tour and their physical requirements.
We strive to immerse participants in the local culture and to that end, wherever possible, we
stay in locally owned and operated hotels that are designed and run in an environmentally
sustainable way. Though some accomodations may be more basic than others, all are safe,
clean and comfortable. We also utilize the services of local guides, visit local markets, and
other culturally significant sites.
TOUR DATE AND TRIP LEADER CHANGES
Leaders and schedules are determined up to a year in advance of our tours. In the event that
we have a change in a tour’s dates or leaders, we reserve the right to do so, and will strive to
inform participants as early in the process as possible. Additional leaders may be added to
tours according to the group size, and will be specified in the tour itinerary. We also reserve the
right to cancel any trip for which there are insufficient reservations.
HOW TO REGISTER FOR THE TOUR
When you’re ready to sign up for the tour, please let us know by doing one of the following:
•
•

Send us an email at info@wildlatitudes.com
Call us at 503-714-3504

Then we’ll send you the link to our online registration form. You can choose to pay your deposit
by credit card or check. See ‘Deposit Policy’ below.
DEPOSIT POLICY
A deposit is due at the time of registration. A deposit is the only thing that guarantees your
place on the trip. Registration can be made over the phone with a credit card: 503-714-3504.
Note: there is an additional 3.0% fee for credit card payments. This is only what we are charged
by the credit card company.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Checks are happily accepted and should be made out to Wild Latitudes LLC. Include the tour
name on the memo line of the check and send to:
Wild Latitudes, PO Box 25115, Portland, OR 97298.
PAYMENT POLICY
Full payment is required 90 days prior to the tour departure date for international tours or any
tour involving flights; and 30 days prior to the tour departure date for local (i.e. in the Portland,
Oregon area), van-based tours.
CANCELLATION POLICY
In the event a participant needs to cancel a reservation for any tour, the following policies will
apply:
•
•
•

90 days or more prior to tour departure date, the deposit will be refunded, minus an
administrative fee of $100.
Less than 90 days but more than 60 days prior to tour departure date, all payments
refunded, minus 50% of deposit.
Less than 60 days prior to tour departure date, no refunds will be given.

We strongly recommend that you purchase trip cancellation insurance to protect yourself
from unforeseen circumstances.
If for any reason Wild Latitudes cancels a tour prior to the start of the tour, full refunds—minus
the cost of any internal/in-country airline tickets purchased and/or any non-refundable deposits
or expenses already made by Wild Latitudes—will be given to all participants. In the event that
the tour is canceled while underway due to unforeseeable events such as but not limited to
natural disaster, military activities, social uprising, or other extremely dangerous conditions not
within the control of Wild Latitudes, no refund will be issued.

