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SPAIN
Birding, Natural History, and Culture

Greetings, Fellow Explorer!

Few places in Europe are as full of wildlife and 
natural wonders as Spain. The vast Iberian 
Peninsula has a great diversity of habitats, from oak 
woodlands and sweeping grasslands to teeming 
river deltas, parched deserts, and craggy mountain 
peaks. Spain is home to over 400 bird species, 
including residents and African migrants. Old-world 
vultures share the skies with numerous raptors, 
including the Spanish Imperial Eagle. Some special 
birds like the Iberian Magpie live only here. 

Spain is also rich in other fascinating wildlife. It’s 
possible to see Iberian Ibex in the mountains and, 
with luck, spot the rare Iberian Lynx. Delightful 
reptiles, amphibians, and butterfl ies are abundant 
across the country.

Join Wild Latitudes as we explore the regions of 
Andalucía and Extremadura in spring, from Seville 
and the Strait of Gibraltar to Granada and Madrid. 
You’ll have rich experiences in Spain's beautiful 
natural areas and countryside. Birds will be a major 
focus, but you’ll also have a great opportunity to 
learn about the overall natural history of Spain, 
including its geology, plants, and wildlife.

We’ll delve into some wonderful cultural highlights along the way, such as medieval castles, Moorish palaces, 
fl amenco performers, Spanish wine, tapas, and other culinary specialties. You’ll come away from this trip with a 
deeper understanding of Spain’s long human history in addition to its natural diversity. And the trip is going to be 
a heck of a lot of fun!

We expect this tour to fi ll quickly as there has been a lot of interest. Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with us 
if you have questions or if you’re ready to sign up!

Steve Robertson and Ivan Phillipsen
Co-owners and Lead Guides at Wild Latitudes

info@wildlatitudes.com    503-714-3504

TRIP DETAILS
Start Date: April 16, 2022
Duration of Tour: 13 days
Number of participants: Max of 14
Price of Tour: $4,595 per person
Deposit: $2,300
Single Supplement: $900
Included: 
• Double-occupancy lodging
• Ground transportation
• Breakfasts and lunches
• Excursions and park fees
• Guiding services

Not Included: 
• Airfare to/from Spain at trip beginning/end
• Dinners
• Optional Activities
• Alcoholic beverages
• Personal items
• Optional gratuities for guides
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Itinerary
Tentative and subject to change depending on weather, road, or other conditions.

Day 1 - Apr 16 - Arrive to Seville
Our adventure in Spain begins as we meet up in the vibrant city of Seville in the 
country’s southwest. Once the entire group has gathered, we’ll drive out of the city to 
our charming lodge on the outskirts of Doñana National Park. It’s time to rest because 
tomorrow we start exploring the natural wonders of Spain!
Lodging: Ardea Purpurea

Day 2 - Apr 17 - Doñana National Park
After breakfast, we’ll have a brief welcome and orientation meeting at our lodge. 
Then we head into Doñana National Park. This park is a UNESCO World Heritage Site, 
teeming with birdlife in the natural wetlands of the Guadalquivir River delta. We’ll go 
birding around the interesting village of El Rocio, nestled within the national park. 
Bird highlights here might include Red Kite, Greater Short-toed Lark, Purple Heron,
Whiskered Tern, Collared Pratincole, and Eurasian Reed Warbler. This will be a full 
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day of birding, with a picnic lunch and enjoying a visitor 
center within the park. We’ll gather in the evening at 
our lodge before dinner to get started on our bird and 
wildlife lists.
Lodging: Ardea Purpurea

Day 3 - Apr 18 - Dehesa de Abajo and Tarifa
Optional: pre-breakfast bird walk around the lodge. We 
check out of our lodge after breakfast and head into 
the fi eld. We’ll fi rst visit the Dehesa de Abajo, close 
to our lodge. This is an open grassland and woodland 
habitat that should have abundant spring wildfl owers. 
Some birds we hope to see here are White Stork
(nesting colony), Red-crested Pochard, Booted Eagle,
and European Bee-eater. We then head south towards Tarifa, stopping on the way to 
look for birds at the Bonanza salt pans, time allowing. We hope to see the endangered 
White-headed Duck there. For the next two nights, we’ll be lodging at the southern tip 
of Spain, in the town of Tarifa on the Strait of Gibraltar.
Lodging: Mesón de Sancho
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Day 4 - Apr 19 - Birding the Strait of Gibraltar
We have a full day to explore the Strait of Gibraltar! We are just a stone’s throw from 
Africa and the wildlife here is a fascinating mix of species from both continents. It’s 
possible to see migrant bird species that are fl ying across the strait in this season. 
Possibilities are Short-toed Snake-Eagle, Montagu’s Harrier, Black Kite, European 
Honey-Buzzard, and more. Time allowing, we’ll head west of Tarifa to the Barbate
marshes and beaches. We may fi nd several lark species here, as well as Eurasian Thick-
knee, and Little Stint. With luck, we could fi nd a Common Chameleon hiding in the 
coastal scrub.
Lodging: Mesón de Sancho

Day 5 - Apr 20 - Road to Granada
Leaving the Strait, we now head east towards the city of Granada. We’ll break up the 
journey with one or two major stops to look for birds and to enjoy the scenery. The 
primary options are Fuente de Piedra and El Torcal de Antequera. The former is a 
lake that hosts a huge Greater Flamingo breeding colony. El Torcal is a fascinating 
landscape of limestone karst formations. After settling into our hotel in Granada, we’ll 
enjoy a traditional fl amenco show in the city.
Lodging: Washington Irving Hotel 

Day 6 - Apr 21 - Granada and the Alhambra
The centerpiece of Granada is the awe-inspiring Alhambra, a sprawling, fortifi ed palace 
that was the last bastion of Moorish culture in Spain. It was constructed mostly in the 
13th and 14th centuries. Not surprisingly, this is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. We plan 
to visit the palace in the morning, to explore its many wonders. Time allowing, we’ll 
also have a little free time to walk around in the city’s old Jewish quarter, the Albayzín, 
with its cobblestone streets, teahouses, and walled gardens. We then leave Granada, 
heading north to the mountains of Andújar. We’ll spend the next two nights at a lodge in 
the foothills of this wild range.
Lodging: Los Pinos
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Day 7 - Apr 22 - Sierra de Andújar
We have an exciting day ahead us, looking for birds and wildlife in the beautiful Sierra 
de Andújar. These mountains are blanketed by Mediterranean woodland and are home 
to many raptors and other birds. We’ll be on the lookout for the Spanish Imperial Eagle
as well as birds such as the Iberian Green Woodpecker, Rock Bunting, and Western 
Orphean Warbler. These mountains are the best place to fi nd what is arguably the 
world’s rarest large feline: the Iberian Lynx. We will make a special e� ort to fi nd this 
charismatic cat!
Lodging: Los Pinos

Day 8 - Apr 23 - Cordoba and the Road to Trujillo
On this very full day, we fi rst turn westward again, passing through the city of Cordoba
on our way to the steppe area around the town of Trujillo. In Cordoba, we’ll have a 
guided tour of the amazing Mezquita, a medieval mosque that is one of the world’s 
most famous works of Islamic architecture. The town of Alange with its castle, old 
bridge, and reservoir will provide us with great afternoon birding sites. Some species 
we may see are Willow Warbler, Greater Whitethroat, Black Wheatear, and Bonelli’s 
Eagle. Finally, we’ll settle in to our lovely accommodations near Trujillo, where we’ll 
spend the next three nights.
Lodging: Hospedería Parque de Monfragüe
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Day 9 - Apr 24 - Steppes and Trujillo
The Santa Marta Plains, surrounding Trujillo, harbor many birds and other animals that 
thrive in steppe habitat — a grass-covered expanse with few trees. We’ll head out to 
do some pre-breakfast birding. We’ll scan the fi elds for Pin-tailed Sandgrouse, Black-
bellied Sandgrouse, Southern Gray Shrike, Great Spotted Cuckoo, Little Bustard, and
Great Bustard. We’ll spend more time on the steppe after breakfast, then eventually 
head into the medieval town of Trujillo for a little walking around the plaza and cobbled 
streets before dinner.
Lodging: Hospedería Parque de Monfragüe

Day 10 - Apr 25 - Monfragüe National Park
We have a full day to explore the gorgeous landscapes of Monfragüe National Park, in 
the hills north of Trujillo. The cork and holm oak woodlands and Mediterranean forests 
here are among the fi nest and most pristine in Europe. Some birds we hope to see 
here include Cinereous Vulture, Egyptian Vulture, Spanish Imperial Eagle, Subalpine 
Warbler, and Blue Rock Thrush. We may spot the large, blue-and-green Ocellated 
Lizard basking on rock outcrops. The beautiful, wild scenery of Monfragüe park itself will 
be well worth the visit. We’ll return to our lodge in time to catch up on our bird/wildlife 
list and to have dinner.
Lodging: Hospedería Parque de Monfragüe



SPAIN Apr 16 - 28, 2022

To register for this tour, email or call: ivan@wildlatitudes.com, 503-714-3504

Day 11 - Apr 26 - Sierra de Gredos
We check out of our lodge and head 
north to the highest mountains we’ve 
explored on our journey: the Sierra de 
Gredos. One of our major stops today 
will be La Plataforma, where we’ll be at 
nearly 6,000 feet in elevation. Here, we’ll 
walk among rocky barrens and patches 
of lingering snow, looking for Iberian 
Ibex and mountain birds such as White-
throated Dipper. We’ll also visit a pine 
forest ecosystem and other locations in 
the mountains.
Lodging: Hostal Almanzor

Day 12- Apr 27 - Madrid
We’ll enjoy a fi nal morning of light birding 
around our hotel before checking out and 
heading east to Madrid in central Spain. 
We expect to have some free time to enjoy sites in the city before sharing our fi nal 
dinner together. We’ll wrap up the trip by fi nishing our bird and wildlife lists and raising 
our glasses to say “Salud!” to a great adventure across southern Spain.
Lodging: Artiem Hotel

Day 13 - Apr 28 - Goodbyes and Flying Home
We say our fi nal goodbyes this morning as some catch early fl ights back home, while 
others may stay in Spain a bit longer on their own.

Our Commitment 
to Conservation
On every Wild Latitudes tour, we aim 
to make a positive conservation impact 
wherever we travel. We utilize the services 
of local guides and, when possible, stay in 
environmentally-sensitive, locally-owned 
lodges. Through our partnership with the 
Rainforest Trust, a portion of all international 
tour fees goes to purchasing rainforest 
acreage, for its protection in perpetuity. 
On every trip, we also make a contribution 
to a local conservation e� ort that works to 
protect a native species or ecosystem. 
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Your Guides

IVAN PHILLIPSEN

Ivan is a passionate naturalist with a background in scientifi c research. 
He holds a M.S. in biology from Cal State San Bernardino and a Ph.D. in 
zoology from Oregon State University. 

He is the Co-owner of Wild Latitudes. Before starting this business, Ivan 
lead many domestic and international tours for the Audubon Society of 
Portland and still works for Lindblad Expeditions as a shipboard naturalist 
in Alaska and Baja California, Mexico. In recent years, Ivan has led 
birding tours to Uganda, Ecuador, Mexico, Fiji, Iceland, and Australia. 

Natural history is Ivan’s true passion and what he is most excited to share 
with tour participants. Although he is fascinated by just about every 
aspect of nature, Ivan is particularly fond of birds, reptiles, amphibians, 
invertebrates, plants, and geology. Everything is interconnected in nature and Ivan does his best to take a 
holistic approach when teaching about the natural world.

STEVE ROBERTSON

A true lover of the natural world, Steve Robertson has been a student 
of nature his entire life. First, as a little boy, who caught every creature 
he could for the mini zoo he kept in the garage, then later as an adult, 
leading scientifi c research expeditions into some of the most remote 
regions of the world, searching for rare species in such places as 
Tasmania, Madagascar, and the upper Amazon Basin. 

He is the Co-owner of Wild Latitudes. With degrees in Wildlife Biology, 
advanced biology & education, Steve has worked in the fi eld of 
Environmental Education for over 30 years. From 1998 to 2017, he served 
as the Education Director for the Audubon Society of Portland, creating 
a number of innovative programs including International Ecotours, a 
program that has won hundreds of accolades from around the country. 
During his time with Audubon, Steve personally designed and led ecotours to over 20 countries, spanning six 
continents.
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THE PACE AND STYLE OF OUR TOURS
The primary goal of our trips is to experience and learn about the natural world, especially the 
region’s birds and other wildlife, and of course, to have fun! As birding is often a primary focus 
of our tours, and birds are active in the morning, we will sometimes have early morning outings 
before breakfast. That said, our style of birding may not be ideal for hard-core “listers.” We 
prefer to spend time observing the species we encounter, and learn a bit about their natural 
history, rather than rushing through the fi eld to add the maximum number of species to our 
bird list. We also make diversions for interesting, non-avian wildlife, plants, geological wonders, 
and cultural activities. The pace of most of our trips is moderate, and we encourage anyone in 
good health to attend and enjoy the experience. Please contact us about if you need specifi c 
information on the types of physical activities on a tour and their physical requirements.

We strive to immerse participants in the local culture and to that end, wherever possible, we 
stay in locally owned and operated hotels that are designed and run in an environmentally 
sustainable way. Though some accomodations may be more basic than others, all are safe, 
clean and comfortable. We also utilize the services of local guides, visit local markets, and 
other culturally signifi cant sites.

TOUR DATE AND TRIP LEADER CHANGES 
Leaders and schedules are determined up to a year in advance of our tours. In the event that 
we have a change in a tour’s dates or leaders, we reserve the right to do so, and will strive to 
inform participants as early in the process as possible. Additional leaders may be added to 
tours according to the group size, and will be specifi ed in the tour itinerary. We also reserve the 
right to cancel any trip for which there are insu�  cient reservations.

HOW TO REGISTER FOR THE TOUR
When you’re ready to sign up for the tour, please let us know by doing one of the following:

• Send us an email at info@wildlatitudes.com
• Call us at 503-714-3504

Then we’ll send you the link to our online registration form. You can choose to pay your deposit 
by credit card or check. See ‘Deposit Policy’ below.

DEPOSIT POLICY
A deposit is due at the time of registration. A deposit is the only thing that guarantees your 
place on the trip. Registration can be made over the phone with a credit card: 503-714-3504. 
Note: there is an additional 3.0% fee for credit card payments. This is only what we are charged 
by the credit card company. 
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Checks are happily accepted and should be made out to Wild Latitudes LLC. Include the tour 
name on the memo line of the check and send to: 

Wild Latitudes, PO Box 25115, Portland, OR 97298. 

PAYMENT POLICY
Full payment is required 90 days prior to the tour departure date for international tours or any 
tour involving fl ights; and 30 days prior to the tour departure date for local (i.e. in the Portland, 
Oregon area), van-based tours. 

CANCELLATION POLICY
In the event a participant needs to cancel a reservation for any tour, the following policies will 
apply:

• 90 days or more prior to tour departure date, the deposit will be refunded, minus an 
administrative fee of $100.

• Less than 90 days but more than 60 days prior to tour departure date, all payments 
refunded, minus 50% of deposit.

• Less than 60 days prior to tour departure date, no refunds will be given. 

We strongly recommend that you purchase trip cancellation insurance to protect yourself 
from unforeseen circumstances.

If for any reason Wild Latitudes cancels a tour prior to the start of the tour, full refunds—minus 
the cost of any internal/in-country airline tickets purchased and/or any non-refundable deposits 
or expenses already made by Wild Latitudes—will be given to all participants. In the event that 
the tour is canceled while underway due to unforeseeable events such as but not limited to 
natural disaster, military activities, social uprising, or other extremely dangerous conditions not 
within the control of Wild Latitudes, no refund will be issued. 


