


South AFRICA                      

November 5 - 18, 2018

Hello there, fellow explorer!

In this document, we’ve laid out the details of our 2018 trip to South Africa. This itinerary is filled with 
wonderful highlights, such as: 

• Experiencing Africa as few ever will: you’ll 
have several opportunities to go Safari on 
foot, walking through the African bush in 
search of the birds and other wildlife that live 
there. 

• Spending five nights in a bush camp on a 
private nature reserve, with no walls or fences 
between you and the wilds of Africa

• Experiencing a country regarded as a 
“Birder’s Paradise,” with over 800 bird speceis 
found within its borders, including 140 near 
endemic species, more than any other country 
in Africa.

Get ready for a truly intimate experience in wild 
Africa. We’ll spend the first portion of our two-
week adventure deep in the backcountry, staying 
at a comfortable bush camp. The next leg of our 
journey will take us through world-famous Kruger 
National Park, home to an unparalleled number 
of species, including 507 birds and 147 mammals. 
To complete our experience, we’ll spend several 
days exploring the thriving city of Cape Town and 
its surroundings, including a foray to the Cape of Good Hope.

This tour is a fantastic opportunity to get an up-close, personal experience of Africa’s wild spirit and to 
experience the culture of Cape Town. Few places on Earth are as rich with megafauna and exotic birds. 
You’ll have a wonderful time seeing and getting to know these fascinating creatures.

We hope you’ll join us for this incredible adventure! Read on to see the day-by-day itinerary. We’re 
happy to answer any questions via email or phone.

Sincerely,

Steve Robertson and Ivan Phillipsen
Co-owners and Lead Guides at Wild Latitudes
info@wildlatitudes.com    971-361-4629

TRIP VITALS
Start Date in South Africa: November 5, 2018

Duration: 14 days (13 nights)

Number of participants: Max of 10

Cost: $4,895 per person

Deposit: $2,000

Single Supplement: $1,275

Included: 
• Double-occupancy lodging
• All ground transportation
• Breakfasts, lunches, and some dinners
• Excursions and park fees
• Guiding services

Not Included: 
• Airfare to/from South Africa at trip beginning/end
• Some Dinners
• Alcoholic beverages
• Personal items
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Itinerary
Tentative and subject to change depending on weather, road, or other conditions.

Day 1 - November 5
Group arrives in Johannesburg, enjoys breakfast and a little time to relax, then takes 
a short flight to the small northern town of Hoedspruit. From here the group shuttles 
to our bush camp in the Klaserie Private Nature Reserve, and meets our local expert 
guide and co-leader for the trip, Gary Freeman. We’ll arrive in time for a hearty lunch, 
followed by a brief orientation to the camp. The next item on the agenda is time to relax 
after the long trip.  In the evening, we’ll head out on a game drive and/or a short walk to 
stretch our legs, depending on the group’s energy. After dinner and a little time around 
the campfire, we head to bed early to get a good night’s sleep, lulled by the call of the 
diminutive African Scops Owl in the trees above our tents.
Lodging: Gary Freeman’s Bush Camp in the Klaserie Reserve



Day 2-5 - November 6-9
Our bush camp in the Klaserie Reserve is a special place.  It’s situated along the bank 
of the Klaserie River, under the shade of an ancient, massive Jackalberry tree. It has a 
viewing platform large enough for the whole group, and a wonderful outdoor dining 
area complete with campfire. While at camp, our daily schedule will be dictated by 
the natural rhythms of the African bush and the corresponding activity patterns of its 
wildlife. We’ll arise and head out early each day to take advantage of the cool mornings 

when birds and other wildlife are most active, 
and then come back to camp for lunch to relax 
during the heat of the day.  As late afternoon/
early evening sets in, we’ll head back out again 
just as the animal activity begins to pick up. We’ll 
tune into the goings-on of the wildlife around us, 
and each day’s itinerary may be dictated by such 
things as the African Lion we heard roaring in the 
distance the night before, or the Elephants we saw 
foraging down-river when we awoke. The Klaserie 
Reserve is one of the few places where one is 
able to go on safari on foot, and walking is the 
best, most intimate way to experience the African 
bush.  Walking allows one to spot the small things 
that would normally be missed when in a vehicle: 
animal tracks, bones, scat, porcupine quills, the 
hollowed-out shell of a long-dead tortoise, leopard 
claw marks on a tree, and a myriad of other 
animal signs.  Aspects of the environment that are 
normally overlooked when driving can be easily 

observed on foot, allowing for a much richer experience and a greater understanding of 
the ecology of the bush.  

The Klaserie Private Nature Reserve sits in the scrubby lowveld on the western 
boundary of the Kruger National Park.  The 150,000-acre Klaserie Reserve is privately 
owned by more than 100 individuals, and supports all the same big game found in 
Kruger NP, including Elephant, Cape Buffalo, Lion, Leopard, and even the rare Black 
Rhinoceros. 

The woodland vegetation along the Klaserie River provides habitat for a wide variety of 
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birds, with over 400 species having been recorded.  The fences that once separated 
Kruger Park from the Klaserie Reserve have come down, allowing wildlife to migrate 
back and forth, greatly expanding their range.

The specifics of each day at camp will be flexible as described above, but the schedule 
will follow a proven routine.  We’ll wake at about 5:30 in the morning, enjoy a light 
breakfast, and then head out on a walking Safari, the pace of which will be slow, as 
these walks are designed for enjoyment, enhanced observations and discovery.  We’ll 
return to camp by 11:00am or so, freshen up, then enjoy a hearty lunch. During the 
midday heat, we have the option of bird watching around camp, showering, reading, 
napping, or relaxing on the viewing platform overlooking the river. Around 3:30 pm, 
we’ll meet for coffee/tea, then head out in the open-top Land Rovers to select a location 
for a short evening walk. We’ll return to the Rovers by dusk, in time to enjoy a favourite 
beverage as the sun is setting… the age-old African tradition called “Sundowners.” 

As night sets in, we’ll head back to camp in the Land Rovers, often with someone 
positioned in the seat on the hood to act as our spotter, shining a hand-held spotlight 
through the trees in search of glowing eyes.  Once back at camp, we’ll enjoy an 
excellent dinner prepared by Gary, go over the  bird list, then have time to sit around the 
camp fire under a sky full of stars, enjoying each other’s company while listening to the 
sounds of the African night. 
Lodging: Gary Freeman’s Bush Camp in the Klaserie Reserve

Day 6 - November 10
Today we will break camp and head into Kruger National Park, one of the most famous 
parks in the world, and the oldest in South Africa. It is 210 miles long and covers an area 
of nearly 8,000 square miles, comparable in size to the state of Massachusetts. The 

Crested BarbetSecretarybirdAfrican Elephant
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park is home to an unparalleled number 
of species: 507 birds, 147 mammals, 114 
reptiles, 34 amphibians, 49 fish and 336 
trees. Most of the park consists of grass 
and bush-covered plains broken by 
mountains along the Mozambique border, 
with rocky outcrops scattered throughout 
the park. Several major rivers, including 
the Limpopo, Olifants, Timbavati, and 
Sabie, flow across the park from west to 
east.

We will spend five nights and the better 
part of 6 days in Kruger Park, exploring the 
central and northern sections. We will be 
staying in comfortable furnished cottages 
and/or bungalows in four different camps. 
Our daily activities will again reflect the 
natural cycles of the African bush: we 
will arise and head out early, making the most of the cool mornings, but then allow for 
down-time during the heat of the day. We will often eat lunch picnic-style at designated 
sites, arriving at camp by early afternoon, in time to rest and freshen up before we meet 
to review our bird list and have dinner in the camp’s restaurant. During our game drives, 
we will visit a number of waterholes and dams as they offer excellent game-viewing and 
birding opportunities, and we’ll be able to take coffee/tea breaks in the well-equipped 
picnic areas as desired.  While in Kruger, each camp we stay at offers night drives in 
their open-air vehicles (for an additional fee), and you may wish to participate in one of 
these to enhance your chances of seeing nocturnal species while in the park.

We will enter Kruger NP through the Phalaborwa Gate, in the central section of the 
park, then travel through an area of abundant wildlife. Species like Wildebeest, Zebra, 
Warthog, Giraffe, Kudu, Duiker, Waterbuck, Cape Buffalo, and Elephant are all 
common denizens of the park, and we should have many quality sightings of these.  We 
should also keep an eye out for the more elusive creatures of the park, like the Black-
backed Jackal, African Lion, Leopard, and the rare Wild Dog.  By mid-afternoon we 
will arrive at Letaba Camp, one of the park’s larger camps featuring excellent huts. It 
also has an Elephant Museum, where you’ll find photographs and information about the 
“Magnificent Seven”, a group of huge tuskers which roamed the area in the 1970s and 

Our Commitment 
to Conservation
On every Wild Latitudes tour, we aim 

to make a positive conservation impact 

wherever we travel. We utilize the services 

of local guides and stay in environmentally-

sensitive, locally-owned lodges. On every 

trip, we make a signigficant contribution 

to a local conservation effort that works 

to protect a native species or ecosystem. 

When you travel with Wild Latitudes, you 

are helping to protect the wild regions we 

visit and the amazing species that call them 

home.
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1980s.  Letaba also has a laundry, swimming pool, and one of the finest restaurants in 
the park, at which we’ll dine after going over our bird list.
Lodging:  Letaba Camp

Day 7 - November 11
We’ll head out early today as usual, optimizing our chances to encounter the top 
predators we’re hoping to see today, including the Lion, Leopard, and Cheetah.  We are 
in a very game-rich area and will travel slowly as we journey north to Shingwedzi Camp, 
a camp located on the river of the same name.  This region is known for its abundant 
wildlife, including Elephant, Kudu, Hippo and Water-buck. Like other rivers in Kruger, 
the Shingwedzi River also supports a rich birdlife, and we should see African Fish 
Eagles, Goliath Herons, Hamerkops, African Jacanas and African Spoonbills, just to 
name a few. We will have lunch at a rest camp and get there in time to relax a bit before 
our evening drive. We’ll get back to camp by dusk, meet to go over our bird list before 
we dine at the camp’s restaurant and settle in for the night.
Lodging: Shingwedzi Camp

Day 8 - November 12
We’re out early again for game viewing and birding along the particularly rich 
Shingwedzi River. We should have great sightings of megafauna today, but we also want 
to keep an eye out for smaller diurnal species such as the African Porcupine, Banded 
Mongoose, Chacma Baboon, and the Bushbuck.  We then game drive north towards 
our next camp, Punda Maria, traveling though vast forests of Mopani trees, a favourite 
food of the Elephant. The region we are entering in the far north is the most remote 
region of the park, and is regarded as a birders paradise. We should arrive at camp by 
mid-afternoon, then we’ll head again out for another evening drive, returning by dusk to 
dine at the camp’s restaurant before calling it a night.
Lodging: Punda Maria Camp

Day 9 - November 13
Today we have the rare opportunity to spend a full day in one of the great birding 
hotspots of the continent: the Limpopo region of Kruger NP. The avian diversity of a 
given area is a reflection of its botanical diversity, and this is often a function of the 
variety of different habitats the area contains.  The Limpopo region has montane 
grasslands, temperate forests, rocky out-cropping’s, scrubby bush-veld, and a variety of 
wetlands, thus offering some of the most diverse, most exciting birding in the park. The 
incredible variety of birds we could encounter includes the Blue-spotted Wood-Dove, 
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Racket-tailed Roller, Senegal Coucal, Paradise Flycatcher, Crested Barbet, Grey-
headed Parrot, African Broadbill and the Tropical Boubou.  As usual, we’ll head out 
early in the morning and again in the afternoon to maximize our birding during the best 
times of the day.  After going over our bird list and having dinner, we are fortunate to 
spend another night at this remote camp.
Lodging: Punda Maria Camp

Day 10 - November 14
Today is our last full day in the park, and the schedule is open depending on the target 
species still on our list and the whims of the group.  At some point we will head south 
to Mopani Camp, the newest camp in the park with excellent facilities including laundry 
and a swimming pool.  We will be sure to arrive here in time to enjoy the camp a bit 
before we gather as a group to go over the bird list and have dinner. This camp also 
offers night drives for those who wish to search one more time for nocturnal creatures of 
the bush.
Lodging: Mopani Camp

Day 11 - November 15
This is a big travel day.  We head out after breakfast to exit the park via the Orpen 
Gate, and then on to Hoedspruit, where we catch a flight on South African Air to 
Johannesburg and then another flight to Cape Town.  We will arrive in Cape Town by 
late afternoon, then load our vans and travel to the Chapman’s Peak Hotel, located in 
the suburb of Hout Bay (~25 min. from the airport). After checking in and freshening up, 
we will gather and walk to a nearby restaurant for dinner where we’ll discuss the next 
day’s adventures.
Lodging: Chapman’s Peak Hotel
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Day 12 - November 16
Breakfast at the hotel’s restaurant, then it’s off to bird Cape Town’s famous Botanical 
Gardens for the morning. Targets here include the Southern Red Bishop, the Orange-
breasted Sunbird, and the Cape Sugarbird. We’ll have lunch at the gardens, then head 
to Table Mountain where we will ride the cable cars (weather permitting) to the top of 
the mountain for incredible views of the city.  After enjoying the mountain, we’ll head 
into the city for a little free time in the local craft markets.  We’ll enjoy dinner at a nearby 
restaurant in the city before heading back to Hout Bay for the night.
Lodging: Chapman’s Peak Hotel

Day 13 - November 17
We’ll have breakfast at the hotel, then we’re off to explore the Cape of Good Hope. 
After a nice visit to the Cape, we will stop for lunch en route to visit a nearby colony of 
South African Penguins.  Time permitting, we may have the chance to visit the Cheetah 
Outreach Center for a tour, before going to a local restaurant for dinner.
Lodging: Chapman’s Peak Hotel

Day 14 - November 18
Our last day in Cape Town, and of the trip, is left open for everyone to enjoy as they 
please.  After breakfast we will offer a birding outing for those who are interested, and 
shuttle folks into the city if the they to explore on their own. Suggestions include: a 
visit to Robben Island, a return visit to the local markets or the water front, a tour of the 
wineries south of Cape Town, etc. We will plan to regroup in the early evening at a local 
restaurant for our last dinner together of the trip, then head back to the hotel to collect 
our bags and head to the airport for the flight back home.
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Your Guide

STEVE ROBERTSON

A true lover of the natural world, Steve Robertson has been a student of 

nature his entire life. First, as a little boy, who caught every creature he could 

for the mini zoo he kept in the garage, then later as an adult, leading scientific 

research expeditions into some of the most remote regions of the world, 

searching for rare species in such places as Tasmania, Madagascar and the 

upper Amazon Basin. With degrees in Wildlife Biology, advanced biology & 

education, Steve has worked in the field of Environmental Education for over 

30 years. From 1998 to 2017, he served as the Education Director for the Audubon Society of Portland, 

creating a number of innovative programs including International Ecotours, a program that has won 

hundreds of accolades from around the country. During his time with Audubon, Steve personally 

designed and led Ecotours to over 20 countries, spanning six continents.



THE PACE AND STYLE OF OUR TOURS
The primary goal of our trips is to experience and learn about the natural world, especially the 
area’s birds and other wildlife, and of course, to have fun! As birding is often a primary focus of 
our tours, and birds are active in the morning, we will sometimes have early morning outings 
before breakfast. That said, our style of birding may not be ideal for hard-core “listers.” We 
prefer to spend time observing the species we encounter, and learn a bit about their natural 
history, rather than rushing through the field to add the maximum number of species to our bird 
list. We also make diversions for interesting, non-avian wildlife and cultural activities. The pace 
of most of our trips is moderate, and we encourage anyone in good health to attend and enjoy 
the experience. Each trip itinerary will provide detailed information on the amount of walking 
and the specific physical requirements. 

We strive to immerse participants in the local culture and to that end, wherever possible, we 
stay in locally owned and operated hotels that are designed and run in an environmentally 
sustainable way. Though some accomodations may be more basic than others, all are safe, 
clean and comfortable. We also utilize the services of local guides, visit local markets, and 
other culturally significant sites.

TOUR DATE AND TRIP LEADER CHANGES 
Leaders and schedules are determined up to a year in advance of our tours. In the event that 
we have a change in a tour’s dates or leaders, we reserve the right to do so, and will strive to 
inform participants as early in the process as possible. Additional leaders may be added to 
tours according to the group size, and will be specified in the tour itinerary. We also reserve the 
right to cancel any trip for which there are insufficient reservations.

DEPOSIT POLICY
A deposit is due at the time of registration. A deposit is the only thing that guarantees your 
place on the trip. Registration can be made over the phone with a credit card: 971-361-4629. 
Note: there is an additional 3.0% fee for credit card payments. This is only what we are charged 
by the credit card company. 

Checks are happily accepted and should be made out to Wild Latitudes LLC. Include the tour 
name on the memo line of the check and send to: 

Wild Latitudes, PO Box 25115, Portland, OR 97298. 

PAYMENT POLICY
Full payment is required 90 days prior to the tour departure date for international tours or any 
tour involving flights; and 30 days prior to the tour departure date for local (i.e. in the Portland, 
Oregon area), van-based tours. 
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Photo credits: 
Orange-breasted Sunbird on cover - Alan Manson; Giraffe - Flow Comm; Crested Barbet - Derek Keats; South African 
sunset - David Gubler

CANCELLATION POLICY
In the event a participant needs to cancel a reservation for any tour, the following policies will 
apply:

• 90 days or more prior to tour departure date, the deposit will be refunded, minus an 
administrative fee of $100.

• Less than 90 days but more than 60 days prior to tour departure date, all payments 
refunded, minus 50% of deposit.

• Less than 60 days prior to tour departure date, no refunds will be given. 

We strongly recommend that you purchase trip cancellation insurance to protect yourself 
from unforeseen circumstances.

If for any reason, Wild Latitudes cancels a tour, prior to its start, full refunds, minus the cost 
of any internal (i.e. in-country) airline tickets purchased, will be given to all participants. In the 
event the tour is cancelled while underway due to unforeseen events such as but not limited to 
natural disaster, military activities, social uprising, or other extremely dangerous conditions not 
within the control of Wild Latitudes, no refund will be issued. 
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