


MONTANA                     

June 25 - 30, 2019

Hello there, fellow explorer!

Montana is a beautiful, wild state with a wide range of natural wonders. Join us on this exciting tour of ‘Big Sky 
Country,’ to explore its charming birds and amazing mammalian fauna. The range of habitats on this tour-- from 
open plains and wetlands to barren mountain slopes-- will provide us many opportunities to see a diverse group 
of birds, other animals, plants, and geological marvels.

We start in Great Falls, where we visit the local wildlife 
refuges to look for grassland birds. We then work our 
way west and north along the Rocky Mountain Front. 

We spend a full day venturing into Glacier National 
Park. There we hope to find some boreal and high-
mountain bird species and we may see mountain 
goats, elk, or even a Grizzly Bear!

After crossing the Rockies we stay two nights at a 
lodge outside of Whitefish. The Flathead Valley has 
numerous birding hotspots for us to explore. One 
possible highlight is a gondola ride to the top of Big 
Mountain, which has great views.

Lastly, we’ll go on a safari-style drive through the 
National Bison Range. There we are likely to see 
herds of Bison as well as elk, deer, pronghorn, 
coyotes, and more.

As with all Wild Latitudes tours, we will take a 
light-hearted approach to our birding and nature 
exploration. We want everyone to have lots of fun, 
to learn new things, and to see wonderful animals, 
plants, and landscapes. We’ll keep a moderate pace 
while also maximizing our time in Montana.

We hope you’ll join us on this great tour. Please let us 
know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Steve Robertson and Ivan Phillipsen
Co-owners and Lead Guides at Wild Latitudes
info@wildlatitudes.com    971-361-4629

TRIP VITALS
Start Date: June 25, 2019

Duration: 6 days (5 nights)

Number of participants: Max of 10

Cost of main trip: $1,845 per person

Deposit: $900

Single Supplement: $400

Included: 
• Double-occupancy lodging
• Ground and water transportation
• Breakfasts and lunches
• Excursions and park fees
• Guiding services

Not Included: 
• Airfare to/from Montana at trip beginning/end
• Dinners
• Alcoholic beverages
• Personal items
• Optional gratuities for guides
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Itinerary
Tentative and subject to change depending on weather, road, or other conditions.

Day 1 - June  25 - Arrival in Montana
Arrive in Great Falls. Trip leaders will meet the group at the airport. A short drive to our 
hotel for check-in. We’ll all get acquainted during a casual orientation and, if time allows, 
we’ll go out for some late afternoon birding at Giant Springs State Park. Before dinner, 
we’ll get in our first round of checking species off on our bird list. Dinner in town.

Day 2 - June 26 - Birding the Plains
We’ll enjoy an early continental breakfast at our hotel, check out, and get on the road. 
Today we’ll be exploring the Northwestern Glaciated Plains ecoregion, which was 
scoured by glaciers during the Ice Ages and is now dotted with prairies and pothole 
wetlands. We’ll visit Benton Lake National Wildlife Refuge and one or two other sites-- 
such as Buffalo Jump State Park-- as we work our way north. We’ll be on the lookout for 
prairie specialties like Upland Sandpiper, Chestnut-collared and McGown’s longspurs, 
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and Grasshopper Sparrow. Lunch will be picnic-style in the field. In the afternoon, we’ll 
check into our lodging outside the eastern end of Glacier National Park. We will walk a 
short distance to a local restaurant for dinner, after our bird list meeting. Dinner in East 
Glacier Park Village.

Day 3 - June 27 - Glacier National Park
Optional pre-breakfast birding around our motel. Breakfast at local café. Today, we head 
into the northern Rocky Mountains in Glacier National Park. We’ll search for montane 
and boreal birds in the high places we visit. Species we hope to see are Gray-crowned 
Rosy-Finch, American Pipit, Boreal Chickadee, and White-tailed Ptarmigan. We will 
first bird around the St Mary Visitor Center, then, if conditions allow, we’ll drive the 
Going-to-the-Sun Road all the way up to the spectacularly-scenic Logan Pass, at 6,680 
ft. elevation. We’ll take one or two optional short hikes on good trails with moderate 
inclinde. Picnic lunch in the field. After lunch, we’ll spend more time birding near the 
park entrance. Dinner will again be in East Glacier Park Village.

Day 4 - June 28 - Road to Whitefish
After breakfast, we will check out and hit the road—heading back up into Glacier 
National Park. We will be crossing the Rockies today, eventually dropping down to the 
west side. We’ll bird at several places along the highway and stop to look for mountain 
goats at Goat Lick Overlook. Lunch will be in the field. We’ll bird in the western foothills 
after lunch, at Fish Creek Campground and McGee Meadow. We then check into our 
hotel in Whitefish and will hopefully have some time to walk around this quaint town. 
Bird list and then dinner options in town.

Day 5 - June 29 - Birding the Flathead Valley
Today we will be birding at several wetland sites in the Flathead River Valley, including 
the West Valley Ponds and Creston Wetland. We may start the day with a visit to the top 
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of Big Mountain. This is the largest freshwater lake west of the Mississippi. We arrive to 
Polson at the southern end of the lake, where we’ll stay for the night. Bird list and last 
dinner in Whitefish.

Day 6 - June 30 - National Bison Range and farewells
After an early breakfast and check out, we’ll work our way south through the Flathead 
Valley, stopping to marvel at the clear and beautiful Flathead Lake. We’ll spend some 
quality time birding and wildlife-watching at the National Bison Range. Here we may see 
bison, black bears, elk, pronghorn, and more! We then proceed southward to Missoula 
where we will end our great adventure and fly home.

Buffalo Jump State Park
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Your Guides

IVAN PHILLIPSEN

Ivan is a passionate naturalist with a background in scientific research. 
He holds a M.S. in biology from Cal State San Bernardino and a Ph.D. in 
zoology from Oregon State University. 

He is the co-owner of Wild Latitudes, a nature tour business based in 
Portland, Oregon. He also leads domestic and international tours for the 
Audubon Society of Portland and works for Lindblad Expeditions as a 
shipboard naturalist in Southeastern Alaska and Baja California, Mexico. 
In the last two years, Ivan has led birding tours to Uganda, Mexico, Fiji, 
and Australia. 

Natural history is Ivan’s true passion and what he is most excited to teach 
to others. Although he is fascinated by just about every aspect of nature, 
Ivan is particularly fond of birds, reptiles, amphibians, invertebrates, 
plants, and geology. Everything is interconnected in nature and Ivan 
does his best to take a holistic approach when teaching about the natural world.

PATTY NEWLAND

Patty is a nature enthusiast and certified Master Birder. The only thing 
Patty loves more than being in the field with a bird in her binoculars is 
sharing the experience with others. She loves to help people improve 
their birding skills such as quickly finding a bird in their binoculars and 
distinguishing key field marks, as well as enjoying the “story” they tell us 
by their behaviors and vocalizations.

Patty has been guiding nature walks and eco-tours for the Audubon 
Society of Portland and Metro (Portland, Oregon’s regional parks 
and natural areas) since 2004. Recent trips include SW Florida, The 
Netherlands, Malheur NWR, Belize, Guatemala, and the Christmas Bird 
Count in Barra de Potosi, Mexico.



THE PACE AND STYLE OF OUR TOURS
The primary goal of our trips is to experience and learn about the natural world, especially the 
area’s birds and other wildlife, and of course, to have fun! As birding is often a primary focus of 
our tours, and birds are active in the morning, we will sometimes have early morning outings 
before breakfast. That said, our style of birding may not be ideal for hard-core “listers.” We 
prefer to spend time observing the species we encounter, and learn a bit about their natural 
history, rather than rushing through the field to add the maximum number of species to our bird 
list. We also make diversions for interesting, non-avian wildlife and cultural activities. The pace 
of most of our trips is moderate, and we encourage anyone in good health to attend and enjoy 
the experience. Each trip itinerary will provide detailed information on the amount of walking 
and the specific physical requirements. 

We strive to immerse participants in the local culture and to that end, wherever possible, we 
stay in locally owned and operated hotels that are designed and run in an environmentally 
sustainable way. Though some accomodations may be more basic than others, all are safe, 
clean and comfortable. We also utilize the services of local guides, visit local markets, and 
other culturally significant sites.

TOUR DATE AND TRIP LEADER CHANGES 
Leaders and schedules are determined up to a year in advance of our tours. In the event that 
we have a change in a tour’s dates or leaders, we reserve the right to do so, and will strive to 
inform participants as early in the process as possible. Additional leaders may be added to 
tours according to the group size, and will be specified in the tour itinerary. We also reserve the 
right to cancel any trip for which there are insufficient reservations.

DEPOSIT POLICY
A deposit is due at the time of registration. A deposit is the only thing that guarantees your 
place on the trip. Registration can be made over the phone with a credit card: 971-361-4629. 
Note: there is an additional 3.0% fee for credit card payments. This is only what we are charged 
by the credit card company. 

Checks are happily accepted and should be made out to Wild Latitudes LLC. Include the tour 
name on the memo line of the check and send to: 

Wild Latitudes, PO Box 25115, Portland, OR 97298. 

PAYMENT POLICY
Full payment is required 90 days prior to the tour departure date for international tours or any 
tour involving flights; and 30 days prior to the tour departure date for local (i.e. in the Portland, 
Oregon area), van-based tours. 

CANCELLATION POLICY
In the event a participant needs to cancel a reservation for any tour, the following policies will 
apply:

• 90 days or more prior to tour departure date, the deposit will be refunded, minus an 
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images by Ivan Phillipsen, except: Chestnut-collared Longspur on the cover and Upland Sandpiper, by the USFWS; 
Gray-crowned Rosy-Finch by Alan Wilson.

administrative fee of $100.
• Less than 90 days but more than 60 days prior to tour departure date, all payments 

refunded, minus 50% of deposit.
• Less than 60 days prior to tour departure date, no refunds will be given. 

We strongly recommend that you purchase trip cancellation insurance to protect yourself 
from unforeseen circumstances.

If for any reason, Wild Latitudes cancels a tour, prior to its start, full refunds, minus the cost 
of any internal (i.e. in-country) airline tickets purchased, will be given to all participants. In the 
event the tour is cancelled while underway due to unforeseen events such as but not limited to 
natural disaster, military activities, social uprising, or other extremely dangerous conditions not 
within the control of Wild Latitudes, no refund will be issued. 


