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MADAGASCAR
Birding and Natural History

Greetings, Fellow Explorer! 
 
Madagascar… the name alone conjures up images 
of exotic terrains filled with wonderful and unique 
creatures… and how true this is! Madagascar is quite 
simply like no other place on Earth. Almost 90% of the 
species that live here are found nowhere else, giving 
this island nation the highest rate of endemism in the 
world. And the only way to see Madagascar’s plants 
and animals in the wild is to travel there. Similar in 
ways to the Galapagos Islands, all naturalists, both 
amateur and professional, are drawn to Madagascar, to 
see for themselves what makes it so special. If visiting 
Madagascar has always been a dream of yours, we 
invite you to join Wild Latitudes on this 15-day tour, 
and visit many of the most fascinating locations this 
mysterious island has to offer.  

Madagascar is, literally, a world apart, and has been for 
over 80 million years. After breaking away from India 
in its final separation from Gondwana, Madagascar 
drifted alone in the Indian Ocean, freeing its flora and 
fauna to evolve on their own, to speciate into new and 
unique forms. This geographic isolation gave rise to 
the island’s massive number of endemic species, plants 
and animals found only there. Today, Madagascar is 
the number one hotspot in the world for primates, with 
well over 100 species & subspecies of lemurs. Ranging 
from the largest lemur, the Indri, to the smallest primate 
in the world, Berthe’s Mouse Lemur, the lemurs are a 
wonderfully rich and diverse group. And though Madagascar’s has less than 300 species of birds, 115 of these are endemic, 
with more unique genera than any other country in all of Africa.  

Yet it doesn’t stop there: Madagascar is also home to almost 100 species of chameleons, arguably the most interesting 
group of lizards on Earth. With their independently movable eyes, quick tongue, and the ability to change colors at whim, 
one can easily become enamored… With luck, we’ll encounter several species on this tour.  

Finally, there is the inviting culture and warmth of the Malagasy people, happy to share their island and their smiles with all 
who visit. We’ll have time to visit many villages along the way, and we’ll end the trip on the Southwestern coast of the island, 
in the fishing village of Ifaty, where the warm waters of the tropical Indian Ocean lap up against palm-fringed beaches of 
white sand… We’ll have the chance to relax a bit in the sun, reflecting on our trip before heading back home.

Steve Robertson and Ivan Phillipsen
Co-owners and Lead Guides at Wild Latitudes

info@wildlatitudes.com    503-714-3504

TRIP DETAILS
Start Date: Aug 15, 2023
Duration of Tour: 15 days
Number of participants: Max of 14
Price of Tour: $6,395 per person
Deposit: $3,000
Single Supplement: $1,295
Included: 
• Double-occupancy lodging
• Ground and water transportation
• Internal flights within Madagascar
• Breakfasts, lunches, and dinners
• Excursions and park fees
• Guiding services

Not Included: 
• Airfare to/from Madagascar at trip beginning/end
• Alcoholic beverages
• Personal items
• Optional gratuities for guides
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Itinerary
Tentative and subject to change depending on weather, road, or other conditions.

Day 1 - Aug 15 - Arrive to the Island of Madagascar
On arrival at Tana International Airport (located just outside of Antananarivo, the 
capital city of Madagascar), the group is welcomed by their Wild Latitudes guides Ivan 
Phillipsen & Steve Robertson, and our local guides. As flights tend to arrive later in 
the evening, we’ll make brief introductions then travel directly to our nearby hotel for 
refreshments, getting everyone to their rooms for as early an evening as possible.  
Lodging: Au bois Vert Lodge

Day 2 - Aug 16 - Ankarafantsika National Park
We’ll enjoy a delicious breakfast at the lodge after which we’ll give an overview of the 
tour, then head to the airport to fly to the city of Mahajanga. We will then transfer to 
vans and drive 2-3 hours to our lodge near the Ankarafantsika National Park (formerly 
known as Ampijoroa Forest Station).  
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Ankarafantsika NP has one of the largest remaining 
sections of dense dry deciduous forest in Madagascar, 
filled with critically endangered and endemic species. It 
is the last refuge of several lemur and bird species, and 
is the only place where the Golden-Brown Mouse Lemur 
still exists. It is home to eight lemur species, including the 
rare species known as Coquerel’s Sifaka.
 
The park is also one of Madagascar’s finest birdwatching 
venues with 129 species being recorded here. These 
include 75 endemic species such as the Banded Kestrel, 
Rufous Vanga, Van Dam´s Vanga, and Madagascar Fish 
Eagle. Notable reptiles are also here, like the Dwarf, 
Horned, and Rhinoceros Chameleons, as well as the 
extremely rare Madagascar Big-headed Turtle. 

After arriving at the lodge, we’ll regroup to bird the 
area. Even just around the camp, the birding can be 
quite productive, often yielding such species as the Sickle-billed Vanga, White-headed 
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Vanga, Blue Vanga, Gray-headed Lovebird, African Hoopoe, Banded Kestrel, Sakalava 
Weaver, Madagascar Magpie Robin, and more. As will be our daily custom, we’ll gather 
before dinner to add the species we’ve seen that day to our lists, (usually with a favorite 
beverage in hand). After dusk, we’ll offer an optional night-walk, hoping to see the 
Torotoroka Scops-Owl, as well as the Mongoose Lemur, Western Woolly Lemur, Grey 
Mouse Lemur, Fat-tailed Dwarf Lemur, and the rare Golden Mouse Lemur. 
Lodging: Tia Asity Lodge

Day 3 - Aug 17 - Further Exploration of Ankarafantsika National Park
After breakfast, we’ll spend the day exploring and birding Ankarafantsika National Park. 
The name “Ankarafantsika” literally means “thorny mountains,” and refers to the park’s 
ancient sandstone formation that has weathered in such a way as to form an unusual, 
spiky-like terrain. We’ll see this today, along with large Baobab Trees, wonderful relics of 
another time.  

We will start the day by birding in nearby forest in search of birds like Schlegal’s Asity, 
White-breasted Mesite, Van Dam’s Vanga, Rufous Vanga, Chabert Vanga, Blue Vanga, 
White-headed Vanga, Cuckoo-Roller, as well as endemics like the Madagascar Crested 
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Ibis, Madagascar Sparrowhawk, Madagascar Buzzard, Madagascar Buttonquail, 
Madagascar (Green) Sunbird, and the elusive Madagascar Pygmy-Kingfisher. 

The afternoon will take us to nearby Lake Ravelobe where we can expect many 
additional species including the critically endangered Madagascar Fish-Eagle, 
Madagascar Jacana, White-throated Rail, Madagascar Swamp-Warbler, and more. 
We’ll end the day back at the lodge, going over our species list and enjoying another 
tasty dinner. 
Lodging: Tia Asity Lodge

Day 4 - Aug 18 - Birding on the way back to Antananarivo
After an early breakfast, we’ll drive back to Mahajanga. Depending on the flight 
schedule, after lunch we may will visit wetlands near Mahajanga where we have a 
good chance to find White-faced Whistling-Duck, African Pygmy-Goose, Red-billed 
Teal, Kittlitz’s, Three-banded Plover, Olive Bee-eater, Madagascar Lark, Madagascar 
Cisticola, and Madagascar Mannikin. This is also a good site for the Greater Painted-
Snipe. We Fly back to Tana (Antananarivo), shuttle to our lodge in time to catch up on 
our bird list and have dinner. 
Lodging: Au bois Vert Lodge
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Day 5 - Aug 19 - Andasibe-Mantadia National Park
Today we drive eastward out of Tana to Andasibe-Mantadia National Park, home to the 
Perinet Rainforest, where we will spend 3 nights in this exceptionally rich area.  

Andasibe-Mantadia National Park encompasses 154 km² and has two distinct areas 
within it: the small Réserve Spéciale d’Analamazaotra (popularly known by the old 
French name of Périnet) in the south; and the much larger Parc National de Mantadia 
to the north. Both areas were once part of the same humid forest, but because of 
human activities, are now divided into two distinct parcels. The park is known for its 
extraordinary species diversity. Within its relatively small boarders, over 100 species 
of birds can be seen, many of them endemic, like the Madagascar Yellowbrow, 
Madagascar Baza, and Madagascar Wagtail. More than 50 of reptiles also live here, 
among them is Parson’s Chameleon, the largest chameleon in the world.  

After arriving, we will begin our pursuit of rainforest birds, which include an impressive 
four species of ground rollers: the Rufous-headed, Scaly, Pitta-like, and the Short-
legged. We also will want to spot the Tylas Vanga, as this endemic is best found 
here. We will bird during the morning and evening and rest during the heat of the day. 
Weather permitting, we’ll search for owls and other night creatures after supper. Before 
our night walk, we’ll meet to catch up on our species and have dinner at the hotel.  

Night creatures include a wide variety of reptiles, including Parson’s, Short-horned, 
and Pale-bellied Chameleons, several species of endemic Malagasy Tree Frogs, and 
the Madagascar Tree Boa. This is also a great place for the Giraffe-necked Weevil, no 
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doubt one of the more dramatic insects on 
this planet! Mammals found here include 
Bamboo Lemur, Woolly Lemur, Diademed 
Sifaka, Black-and-white Ruffed Lemur, 
Brown Mouse Lemur, Hair-eared Dwarf-
Lemur, and the star of the park, the Indri, 
the largest extant species of lemur. 
Lodging: Sahatandra River Hotel 

Day 6 - Aug 20 - Andasibe-Mantadia 
National Park
We will spend the day birding and 
exploring between Perinet Forest and 
Mantadia National Park, with our activity 
reflecting the rhythm of the animals’: 
we’ll be most active in the morning and 
evenings, less so during the heat of the 
day. We’ll meet before dinner, as is our 
custom to record the day’s species and 
have dinner. 
Lodging: Sahatandra River Hotel 

Day 7 - Aug 21 - Andasibe-Mantadia National Park
Another day spent exploring this rich area. Bird list & dinner in the evening. 
Lodging: Sahatandra River Hotel 

Day 8 - Aug 22 - Morning Birding and Return to Antananarivo
After an early breakfast at the hotel, we’ll enjoy one last bit of birding in Perinet or 
Mantadia National Park, with a special effort to spot any key species we may have 
missed. We’ll then load the vans and drive back to Tana, where we overnight. 
Lodging: Au bois Vert Lodge

Day 9 - Aug 23 - Travel to the Southwest Coast
After breakfast we fly to Tulear on the Southwestern Coast of Madagascar, the region 
in which we’ll be spending the last several days of our trip. After arriving, we take a 3 
hours’ drive to Isalo National Park. This extraordinary route features nice scenery, and 
the drive is well worth it, as Isalo National Park is one of Madagascar’s most popular 
nature destinations. It protects over 80,000 hectares of land dominated by a dramatic 
sandstone massif that has been eroded over time and weathered into an otherworldly 

Our Commitment 
to Conservation
On every Wild Latitudes tour, we aim 
to make a positive conservation impact 
wherever we travel. We utilize the services 
of local guides and, when possible, stay in 
environmentally-sensitive, locally-owned 
lodges. Through our partnership with the 
Rainforest Trust, a portion of all international 
tour fees goes to purchasing rainforest 
acreage, for its protection in perpetuity. 
On every trip, we also make a contribution 
to a local conservation effort that works to 
protect a native species or ecosystem. 
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array of plateaus, canyons, gorges and pinnacles. Hiking is a main attraction for visitors 
to Isalo NP, but it is also famous for the many unique animals that call it home, like 
the Fossa, two species of tenrec and two species of civet. The park’s pristine forests 
provide habitat for 14 species of lemur, ranging from the iconic Ring-tailed Lemur to the 
endangered Verreaux’s Sifaka and Coquerel’s Giant Mouse Lemur. 

The park is also known for its reptiles and amphibians, like the endemic White-lipped 
Bright-eyed Frog and the fabulously patterned Malagasy Rainbow Frog. 81 bird species 
have been recorded at Isalo NP, of which 27 are endemic to Madagascar. The park 
is especially famous in birding circles as one of the best places to spot the endemic 
Benson’s Rock Thrush.  

As today is a big travel day, our schedule depends on the flights, but we hope to bird 
along the way before reaching Isalo NP, and get in the park in time to see Ring-tailed 
Lemur. Species list & dinner as always. 
Lodging: Relais de la Reine
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Day 10 - Aug 24 - Zombitse and Isalo National Parks
After breakfast we drive back towards Tulear to visit Zombitse National Park hoping 
to see the highly localised Appert’s Tetraka, Giant Coua, Hubbard’s Sportive Lemur, 
and other specialties of the park. We then enjoy a picnic lunch before we drive back 
to Isalo NP to spend the afternoon exploring/hiking/birding. Bird list at the end of the 
day followed by dinner. 
Lodging: Relais de la Reine

Day 11 - Aug 25 - Road to Ifaty
We explore the park a bit more after breakfast, then drive back towards the coast and 
on to the spiny forest of Ifaty, a favorite locale to botanical enthusiasts and birdwatchers 
alike. Two of the island’s most threatened birds, the Long-tailed Ground Roller and 
Sub-desert Mesite can be seen here, as can some of the most bizarre flora imaginable: 
forests of Octopus Trees (Didierea madagascariensis) that display branches full of 
wicked spines, standing in sharp contrast with the massive Baobab Trees also found 
here. 

We’ll head to our beach-front lodge in time to enjoy the beautiful setting. The small 
fishing village of Ifaty is an ideal place to relax after touring Madagascar. Its idyllic, palm-
fringed, white-sand beaches and warm tropical water can sooth the most weary traveler. 
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We plan to arrive in time to give folks the chance to take a swim in the sea or a dip in the 
pool. Bird list and dinner in the evening. 
Lodging: La Mira

Day 12- Aug 26 - Exploring the Wilds Around Ifaty
After breakfast, we’ll head out for a morning expedition in the park try to find 
Madagascar Plover, Green Pigeon, Long-tailed Ground-Roller, Thamnornis Warbler, 
Lafresney’s Vanga, Archbold Newtonia, and more. We’ll return mid-day to give folks 
time to enjoy the beach and the village. We’ll regroup in the evening to go over our bird 
list before supper. 
Lodging: La Mira

Day 13 - Aug 27 - Activities in Ifaty
As this is our last full day in Ifaty, the schedule is open-ended. We will offer another 
birding outing for sure, or folks may wish to visit the village, walk on the beach, read a 
book in the sun, go snorkelling on the coral reef just offshore… this is a day to relax and 
enjoy as you like. 
Lodging: La Mira
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Day 14 - Aug 28 - Return to Antananarivo
Today we fly back to Tana, and the day’s schedule 
depends on that of our flight’s. We hope to have time 
to visit the Arboretum of Antsokay, where many 
wonderful examples of the plant of Madagascar may 
be found, and we may see the Green-capped Coua 
and the Madagascar Buttonquail, as they often 
frequent the grounds.  

Once back at our lodge in Tana, we’ll have time to 
repack for the trip home before we meet up to go over 
our list one last time before we sit down to eat. 
Lodging: Au bois Vert Lodge

Day 15 - Aug 29 - End of Tour and Departures
Today we fly home, schedule dependent upon flights.   
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IVAN PHILLIPSEN

Ivan is a passionate naturalist with a background in scientific research. 
He holds a M.S. in biology from Cal State San Bernardino and a Ph.D. in 
zoology from Oregon State University. 

He is the Co-owner of Wild Latitudes. Before starting this business, Ivan 
lead many domestic and international tours for the Audubon Society of 
Portland and still works for Lindblad Expeditions as a shipboard naturalist 
in Alaska and Baja California, Mexico. In recent years, Ivan has led 
birding tours to Uganda, Ecuador, Mexico, Fiji, Iceland, and Australia. 

Natural history is Ivan’s true passion and what he is most excited to share 
with tour participants. Although he is fascinated by just about every 
aspect of nature, Ivan is particularly fond of birds, reptiles, amphibians, 
invertebrates, plants, and geology. Everything is interconnected in nature and Ivan does his best to take a 
holistic approach when teaching about the natural world.

STEVE ROBERTSON

A true lover of the natural world, Steve Robertson has been a student 
of nature his entire life. First, as a little boy, who caught every creature 
he could for the mini zoo he kept in the garage, then later as an adult, 
leading scientific research expeditions into some of the most remote 
regions of the world, searching for rare species in such places as 
Tasmania, Madagascar, and the upper Amazon Basin. 

He is the Co-owner of Wild Latitudes. With degrees in Wildlife Biology, 
advanced biology & education, Steve has worked in the field of 
Environmental Education for over 30 years. From 1998 to 2017, he served 
as the Education Director for the Audubon Society of Portland, creating 
a number of innovative programs including International Ecotours, a 
program that has won hundreds of accolades from around the country. 
During his time with Audubon, Steve personally designed and led ecotours to over 20 countries, spanning six 
continents.

Your Guides



IMPORTANT INFORMATION

THE PACE AND STYLE OF OUR TOURS
The primary goal of our trips is to experience and learn about the natural world, especially the 
region’s birds and other wildlife, and of course, to have fun! As birding is often a primary focus 
of our tours, and birds are active in the morning, we will sometimes have early morning outings 
before breakfast. That said, our style of birding may not be ideal for hard-core “listers.” We 
prefer to spend time observing the species we encounter, and learn a bit about their natural 
history, rather than rushing through the field to add the maximum number of species to our 
bird list. We also make diversions for interesting, non-avian wildlife, plants, geological wonders, 
and cultural activities. The pace of most of our trips is moderate, and we encourage anyone in 
good health to attend and enjoy the experience. Please contact us about if you need specific 
information on the types of physical activities on a tour and their physical requirements.

We strive to immerse participants in the local culture and to that end, wherever possible, we 
stay in locally owned and operated hotels that are designed and run in an environmentally 
sustainable way. Though some accomodations may be more basic than others, all are safe, 
clean and comfortable. We also utilize the services of local guides, visit local markets, and 
other culturally significant sites.

TOUR DATE AND TRIP LEADER CHANGES 
Leaders and schedules are determined up to a year in advance of our tours. In the event that 
we have a change in a tour’s dates or leaders, we reserve the right to do so, and will strive to 
inform participants as early in the process as possible. Additional leaders may be added to 
tours according to the group size, and will be specified in the tour itinerary. We also reserve the 
right to cancel any trip for which there are insufficient reservations.

HOW TO REGISTER FOR THE TOUR
When you’re ready to sign up for the tour, please let us know by doing one of the following:

• Send us an email at info@wildlatitudes.com
• Call us at 503-714-3504

Then we’ll send you the link to our online registration form. You can choose to pay your deposit 
by credit card or check. See ‘Deposit Policy’ below.

DEPOSIT POLICY
A deposit is due at the time of registration. A deposit is the only thing that guarantees your 
place on the trip. Registration can be made over the phone with a credit card: 503-714-3504. 
Note: there is an additional 3.0% fee for credit card payments. This is only what we are charged 
by the credit card company. 



IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Checks are happily accepted and should be made out to Wild Latitudes LLC. Include the tour 
name on the memo line of the check and send to: 

Wild Latitudes, PO Box 25115, Portland, OR 97298. 

PAYMENT POLICY
Full payment is required 90 days prior to the tour departure date for international tours or any 
tour involving flights; and 30 days prior to the tour departure date for local (i.e. in the Portland, 
Oregon area), van-based tours. 

CANCELLATION POLICY
In the event a participant needs to cancel a reservation for any tour, the following policies will 
apply:

• 90 days or more prior to tour departure date, the deposit will be refunded, minus an 
administrative fee of $100.

• Less than 90 days but more than 60 days prior to tour departure date, all payments 
refunded, minus 50% of deposit.

• Less than 60 days prior to tour departure date, no refunds will be given. 

We strongly recommend that you purchase trip cancellation insurance to protect yourself 
from unforeseen circumstances.

If for any reason Wild Latitudes cancels a tour prior to the start of the tour, full refunds—minus 
the cost of any internal/in-country airline tickets purchased and/or any non-refundable deposits 
or expenses already made by Wild Latitudes—will be given to all participants. In the event that 
the tour is canceled while underway due to unforeseeable events such as but not limited to 
natural disaster, military activities, social uprising, or other extremely dangerous conditions not 
within the control of Wild Latitudes, no refund will be issued. 


