January 12 - 20, 2023

JAMAICA

Birding and Natural History
Greetings, Fellow Explorer!
Escape the cold, dark days of winter and join Wild
Latitudes on this unforgettable trip into the tropical heart
of the Caribbean.
White sand beaches… warm ocean breezes … turquoiseblue water… All this and more await you in the island
paradise of Jamaica. This enchanting island has a wellkept secret: it is home to 29 endemic bird species!
We begin our trip in Montego Bay, where we’ll team up
with our local birding expert and co-leader, then travel
to the coastal town of Negril, famous for its seven-mile
stretch of beach. We’ll spend two nights here, and
on our one full day in the area, visit the Royal Palms
Reserve, a wetland that often yields the West Indian
Whistling Duck, Tricolored Herons, and the endemic
Jamaican Vireo. Back in Negril, we’ll have time to stroll
on the sandy beach or swim in the warm, gentle surf
before we head out the next morning on our trek across
the northern coast of the island.
On our way to Ocho Rios, we’ll stop to bird a few local
hot spots, including a bird sanctuary that specializes on
providing visitors with up-close views of some of the
island’s most interesting inhabitants. The Red-billed
Streamertails, Grassguits, Bananaquits and a host of
other species will come to the feeders, so close you’ll be
tempted to reach out and touch them!

TRIP DETAILS
Start Date: January 12, 2023
Duration of Main Tour: 9 days
Number of participants: Max of 14
Price of Tour: $3,275 per person
Deposit: $1,600
Single Supplement: $975
Included:
•
•
•
•
•

Double-occupancy lodging
Ground and water transportation
Breakfasts and lunches
Excursions and park fees
Guiding services

Not Included:
•
•
•
•
•

Flights
Dinners
Alcoholic beverages
Personal items
Optional gratuities for guides

After a night in Ocho Rios, it’s off to the Blue Mountains. We’ll spend two nights amidst the stunning scenery of Jamaica’s
highlands, and spend our days in search of montane endemics like the Blue Mountain Vireo, the Crested Quail-Dove, and
the Jamaican Elaenia.
Then we head to the most beautiful region in Jamaica: the far northeast coast. From here we are strategically located to
bird the famous Ecclesdown Road, one of the best birding “roads” in the world, where we should be able to find any of the
endemics we may have missed, including the unique, and irresistible, Jamaican Tody. We’ll also have the chance to swim
and relax between outings, on a private beach.
We’ll stay our last night in the historic area of Port Royal, strategically located near the Kingston airport, from which we fly
home the next day. We’ve designed this trip to give you a chance to escape the winter while at the same time, add a host
of new birds to your repertoire. We hope you’ll join us on this Caribbean adventure!

Steve Robertson and Ivan Phillipsen
Co-owners and Lead Guides at Wild Latitudes
info@wildlatitudes.com

503-714-3504
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Itinerary

Tentative and subject to change depending on weather, road, or other conditions.
Day 1 - Jan 12 - Arrival
Group arrives in Montego Bay, and are greeted at the airport by Steve Robertson and
our Jamaican guide, Ricardo Miller. After brief introductions over a light meal at the
Groovy Grouper (an outdoor eatery located right at the airport), we’ll load our gear onto
vans, then depart for the coastal town of Negril, located on one of the most beautiful
beaches on the Island. We may bird a bit en route, but we plan to arrive in Negril in time
to enjoy the sunset, have dinner, and go over the bird list for the first time.
Lodging: Negril Treehouse

Day 2 - Jan 13 - Royal Palms Reserve
After an early breakfast, we’ll depart for the Royal Palms Reserve, a small, somewhat
dilapidated but still birdy, wetland that allows for good viewing of the rare West Indian
Whistling Duck, a regional endemic. Other species found here include the Northern
Jacana, Least Grebe, Jamaican Mango, and the Vervain Hummingbird. After spending
the morning birding the wetlands, we’ll leave the reserve and bird our way back to
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Negril. We’ll have lunch back at the hotel, after which people can enjoy a swim in the
warm Caribbean or stroll on the beach. We’ll offer an optional late-afternoon/early
evening outing to see what avian species the coast may yield, then meet before dinner
to go over our bird list.
Lodging: Negril Treehouse

Day 3 - Jan 14 - Bird Sanctuary and Rose Hall
We enjoy another breakfast overlooking the beach of Negril, then we head back north,
retracing our steps just a bit to take advantage of the good northern roads. We’ll bird our
way to the Rocklands Bird Sanctuary, where we can look forward to close encounters
with many endemic birds of Jamaica such as Orangequits, Jamaican Orioles and Redbilled Streamertails, just to name a few. After our visit, we’ll head eastward along the
northern coast road, stopping at a legendary Great House named Rose Hall. We’ll get to
tour this haunting estate, and learn its eerie history that has made it famous worldwide.
We’ll then head to the coastal town of Ocho Rios, arriving in time to swim in the
Caribbean or relax by the pool before meeting for Dinner at the hotel.
Lodging: Hibiscus Lodge Hotel, Ocho Rios

Red-billed Streamertail
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Day 4 - Jan 15 - The Blue Mountains
After breakfast, we load up and depart “Ochi”
and continue our way eastward on the northern
road, then head inland and up into the Blue
Mountains in search of higher elevation
species such as the Arrowhead Warbler and
the Blue Mountain Vireo. We’ll move into the
charming and picturesque Starlight Chalets, our
home for the next 2 nights. The alpine scenery
will provide a stunning backdrop as we meet to
review our bird list and enjoy dinner.

Jamaican Tody

Lodging: Starlight Chalets

Day 5 - Jan 16 - The Blue Mountains
Today will be spent birding the Blue Mountains, Ricardo’s “backyard,” in search of highelevation species, keeping an eye out for the elusive endemic Crested Quail-Dove. The
Blue Mountains are a beautiful area, lush with vegetation yet are prone to unpredictable
whether and thick clouds. That said, the scenic beauty and quest for new species will
more than carry the day, rain or shine. We’ll return to the hotel in time to freshen up
before we meet to go over the bird list and have dinner.
Lodging: Starlight Chalets
Crested Quail-Dove

Day 6 - Jan 17 - Birding on our way to the Portland
Parish
We’ll load the bus before breakfast, then depart,
birding our way through the mountains and back
to the northern coast road. Lunch will be enroute,
possibly at one of the roadside stands that features
Jamaica’s famous “Jerk Pork”. We will spend the
next two days in what many consider to be the most
beautiful part of Jamaica, the Portland Parish (or
province), and stay in the attractive villas of the Bay
View Eco Resort. Between birding outings, you will
have opportunities to swim in the warm water of the
Caribbean and relax at a nearby private beach. Of
course, we’ll gather for dinner and our bird list at the
end of each day.
Lodging: Bayview Eco Resort
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White-chinned Thrush

The Blue Mountains
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Day 7 - Jan 18 - Birding Ecclesdown Road
From our base at the Bay View Resort,
we are ideally located to bird Ecclesdown
Road, one of the finest birding “roads”
in the world. This famous road cuts
through a stretch of rainforest that is rich
with Jamaican birds. In fact, it is possible
to find all 29 of Jamaican endemics
while we stroll this quiet road, virtually
free of any motor traffic. The plan is to
spend the morning walking & birding
Ecclesdown Road in search of species we
still need. On our return, we may stop at
Frenchman’s Cove to have lunch at their
café on the beach. The remainder of this
day is free for folks to relax on the beach,
swim in the ocean and enjoy this beautiful
bit of coast. Birding the vast grounds of
the Frenchman Cove is also an option,
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Our Commitment
to Conservation
On every Wild Latitudes tour, we aim to make
a positive conservation impact wherever we
travel. We utilize the services of local guides
and, when possible, stay in environmentallysensitive, locally-owned lodges. Through
our partnership with the Rainforest Trust, a
portion of all international tour fees goes
to purchasing rainforest acreage, for its
protection in perpetuity. On every trip, we also
make a contribution to a local conservation
effort that works to protect a native species or
ecosystem.

Yellow-billed Parrot
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and they can be quite productive. We’ll meet to go over the bird list and then head to a
nearby restaurant for dinner.
Lodging: Bayview Eco Resort

Day 8 - Jan 19 - Ecclesdown Road and Journey to Port Royal
After breakfast, then load our gear into the vans and head for Port Royal, adding another
exciting morning of birding along Ecclesdown Road along the way. We’ll have lunch
either in the field or a local restaurant, then continue our journey on the coastal road
as we head for the town of Port Royal, located on a peninsula well away from the city
center of Kingston, but near the airport. We plan to arrive by mid-afternoon to give
everyone a little time to re-pack for the journey home, then we’ll meet to go over the
bird list one last time before enjoying dinner at the hotel’s waterside restaurant.
Lodging: Port Royal Hotel

Day 9 - Jan 20 - Departures
We load the bus after Breakfast at the hotel, then depart for the airport. We say our
farewells before catching our flights back home.

Your Guide
STEVE ROBERTSON
A true lover of the natural world, Steve Robertson has been a student of nature his
entire life. First, as a little boy, who caught every creature he could for the mini zoo
he kept in the garage, then later as an adult, leading scientific research expeditions
into some of the most remote regions of the world, searching for rare species in
such places as Tasmania, Madagascar, and the upper Amazon Basin.
He is the Co-owner of Wild Latitudes. With degrees in Wildlife Biology, advanced
biology & education, Steve has worked in the field of Environmental Education
for over 30 years. From 1998 to 2017, he served as the Education Director for the
Audubon Society of Portland, creating a number of innovative programs including
International Ecotours, a program that has won hundreds of accolades from around
the country. During his time with Audubon, Steve personally designed and led
ecotours to over 20 countries, spanning six continents.
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION
THE PACE AND STYLE OF OUR TOURS
The primary goal of our trips is to experience and learn about the natural world, especially the
region’s birds and other wildlife, and of course, to have fun! As birding is often a primary focus
of our tours, and birds are active in the morning, we will sometimes have early morning outings
before breakfast. That said, our style of birding may not be ideal for hard-core “listers.” We
prefer to spend time observing the species we encounter, and learn a bit about their natural
history, rather than rushing through the field to add the maximum number of species to our
bird list. We also make diversions for interesting, non-avian wildlife, plants, geological wonders,
and cultural activities. The pace of most of our trips is moderate, and we encourage anyone in
good health to attend and enjoy the experience. Please contact us about if you need specific
information on the types of physical activities on a tour and their physical requirements.
We strive to immerse participants in the local culture and to that end, wherever possible, we
stay in locally owned and operated hotels that are designed and run in an environmentally
sustainable way. Though some accomodations may be more basic than others, all are safe,
clean and comfortable. We also utilize the services of local guides, visit local markets, and
other culturally significant sites.
TOUR DATE AND TRIP LEADER CHANGES
Leaders and schedules are determined up to a year in advance of our tours. In the event that
we have a change in a tour’s dates or leaders, we reserve the right to do so, and will strive to
inform participants as early in the process as possible. Additional leaders may be added to
tours according to the group size, and will be specified in the tour itinerary. We also reserve the
right to cancel any trip for which there are insufficient reservations.
HOW TO REGISTER FOR THE TOUR
When you’re ready to sign up for the tour, please let us know by doing one of the following:
•
•

Send us an email at info@wildlatitudes.com
Call us at 503-714-3504

Then we’ll send you the link to our online registration form. You can choose to pay your deposit
by credit card or check. See ‘Deposit Policy’ below.
DEPOSIT POLICY
A deposit is due at the time of registration. A deposit is the only thing that guarantees your
place on the trip. Registration can be made over the phone with a credit card: 503-714-3504.
Note: there is an additional 3.0% fee for credit card payments. This is only what we are charged
by the credit card company.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Checks are happily accepted and should be made out to Wild Latitudes LLC. Include the tour
name on the memo line of the check and send to:
Wild Latitudes, PO Box 25115, Portland, OR 97298.
PAYMENT POLICY
Full payment is required 90 days prior to the tour departure date for international tours or any
tour involving flights; and 30 days prior to the tour departure date for local (i.e. in the Portland,
Oregon area), van-based tours.
CANCELLATION POLICY
In the event a participant needs to cancel a reservation for any tour, the following policies will
apply:
•
•
•

90 days or more prior to tour departure date, the deposit will be refunded, minus an
administrative fee of $100.
Less than 90 days but more than 60 days prior to tour departure date, all payments
refunded, minus 50% of deposit.
Less than 60 days prior to tour departure date, no refunds will be given.

We strongly recommend that you purchase trip cancellation insurance to protect yourself
from unforeseen circumstances.
If for any reason Wild Latitudes cancels a tour prior to the start of the tour, full refunds—minus
the cost of any internal/in-country airline tickets purchased and/or any non-refundable deposits
or expenses already made by Wild Latitudes—will be given to all participants. In the event that
the tour is canceled while underway due to unforeseeable events such as but not limited to
natural disaster, military activities, social uprising, or other extremely dangerous conditions not
within the control of Wild Latitudes, no refund will be issued.

