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THE GALÁPAGOS ISLANDS
NATURAL HISTORY CRUISE

TRIP DETAILS
Start Date: October 17, 2023
Duration of Main Tour: 7 days
Duration of Extension: 7 days
Number of participants: Max of 16
Price of Main Tour: $5,995 per person
Price of Extension: $2,695 per person
Deposit: $3,000 (+$500 for extension)
Single Supplement: NA for main tour (inquire); 
$1,500 for extension
Included: 
• Domestic flight to/from Quito to the islands.
• Double-occupancy lodging
• Ground and water transportation
• Breakfasts, lunches, and some dinners
• Excursions and park fees
• Guiding services

Not Included: 
• International flights to/from Ecuador
• Some dinners
• Alcoholic beverages

Greetings, Fellow Explorer! 
 
The Galápagos Islands are a natural wonder without 
equal, home to an incredible array of iconic animals. 
Located on the Equator, 600 miles off the coast of 
Ecuador, this archipelago is a must-see destination for 
any nature lover. 

On this tour, you’ll experience spectacular wildlife up 
close, including giant tortoises, marine iguanas, and 
special birds like the Waved Albatross, Blue-footed 
Booby, Galápagos Hawk, and the diverse species 
known as “Darwin’s Finches.”

Join your guides to go birding, hiking across volcanic 
landscapes, snorkeling in crystal-clear waters, and 
visiting famous sites such as Post Office Bay.

Our adventure will take us to four of the archipelago’s 
major islands: San Cristóbal, Española, Floreana, and 
Santa Cruz. 

We'll be cruising from island to island on the Coral II, 
a lovely ship chartered exclusively for our group. Each 
comfortable cabin has AC and a private bathroom. The 
friendly staff will cook us delicious meals, and we can 
enjoy cocktails and camaraderie on the top deck in the 
evening.

This tour of the Galápagos Islands is a once-in-a-lifetime 
experience that will take you on a journey through time 
and space to a unique place... A place where nature is 
still largely untouched.

EXTENSION TRIP: THE CLOUD FORESTS OF ECUADOR  
DATES: Oct 23 - 29. Continue your adventure by exploring the rich neotropical biodiversity along the western slopes of 
the Andes. The cloud forests and lush lowlands are home to a mind-blowing array of colorful birds, including toucans, 
tanagers, woodpeckers, trogons, and over 60 hummingbird species! 

We’ll go birding in nature reserves across a wide range of elevations. Our comfortable, charming lodges cater 
specifically to birders and nature lovers. Bird feeders and viewing platforms are plentiful on this itinerary, providing you 
with opportunities for amazing photos and close up views of spectacular birds.

Steve Robertson and Ivan Phillipsen
Co-owners and Lead Guides at Wild Latitudes

info@wildlatitudes.com    503-714-3504
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Itinerary
Tentative and subject to change depending on weather, road, or other conditions.

Day 1 - Oct 17 - Arrival to Quito, Ecuador
Bienvenidos! Welcome to the beautiful country of Ecuador! You have a big adventure 
ahead of you. After arriving at the airport in Quito, your guide Ivan Phillipsen will pick 
you up and take you to your hotel, which is nearby. Then it’s time for introductions all 
around, refreshments, and a good night's sleep. 
Lodging: Airport Hotel

Day 2 - Oct 18 - San Cristóbal Island in the Galápagos
This morning, we catch our flight to the Galápagos Archipelago, 600 miles west of 
mainland Ecuador. We arrive at the small airport on the island of San Cristóbal. This is 
the location of the official capital city of the Galápagos, Puerto Baquerizo Moreno. 

We then board our ship, the Coral II! Wild Latitudes has chartered the entire ship, which 

To register for this tour, email or call: ivan@wildlatitudes.com, 503-714-3504
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means we have it all to ourselves for the 
next 5 days. 

Once on board, we’ll be introduced to 
the crew and given a welcome briefing. 
As we enjoy a delicious lunch, the 
captain will cast off and our adventure 
truly begins.

Our first outing on land will be to Cerro 
Tijeretas (“Frigatebird Hill” in Spanish). 
This is a place where two species, the 

Great Frigatebird and Magnificent Frigatebird, share a colony.

The hill itself offers a wonderful view of Wreck Bay to the south and to the iconic Kicker 
Rock to the west. On the trail to the viewpoint, we’ll see some of our first endemic 
Galápagos birds. Possibilities here include Galápagos Flycatchers, San Cristobal 
Mockingbird, Yellow Warbler, and several species of Darwin’s Finches. There’s also a 
range of native plant species here, such as Galápagos Pricklypear (a tree-like cactus) 
and Darwin’s Cotton.

The beach at the bottom of the hill is a nice place to relax, and the waters here are safe 
for swimming and snorkeling - perfect for cooling off after your climb!

At the trailhead to Cerro Tijeretas is 
the Gianny Arismendi Galápagos 
Interpretation Center in San Cristóbal, 
Galápagos, aims to provide a complete 
history of the Galápagos and give visitors 
a more holistic understanding of these 
islands’ unique habitats and wildlife. We’ll 
have some time to explore the exhibits at 
the Interpretation Center before getting 
back on board our ship.

Time allowing, we’ll sit down in the lounge and get started on our bird and wildlife lists!

To register for this tour, email or call: ivan@wildlatitudes.com, 503-714-3504
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Day 3 - Oct 19 - San Cristóbal Island
The brilliant white coral sand beach at Cerro Brujo (“Witch Hill”) is one of the most 
beautiful in the Galápagos. The hill itself is the remains of a volcanic “tuff cone,” made 
up of compacted volcanic ash and debris. This was one of the first sites where Charles 
Darwin made landfall on his famous journey here on HMS Beagle!

This is a wonderful place to see many Galápagos birds and other animals. Among the 
creatures we’re likely to see here are Galápagos Sea Lions, Marine Iguanas, Sally 
Lightfoot Crabs, Brown Pelicans, and Blue-Footed Boobies. It’s possible to walk right 
along the beach at a leisurely pace, taking in everything around you.

A small saline lagoon is often teeming with birds like Black-necked Stilt, Great 
Blue Heron, and White-cheeked Pintail. On the beach, you’re likely to spot Ruddy 
Turnstone, Wandering Tattler, Swallow-tailed Gull, and Lava Gull.

This is an excellent place for snorkeling! Likely sightings include Galápagos Rays, Green 
Sea Turtles, sponge coral, and a wide range of beautiful fish. If you aren’t a swimmer, 
then a panga (i.e. inflatable boat) ride will still let you see plenty of wildlife thanks to the 
crystal clear waters off this stunning beach.

Our next stop is Pitt Point, or Punta Pitt, at the far eastern edge of San Cristobal Island. 
Following a wet landing directly onto the beach, you’ll be welcomed by the friendly and 
noisy barking of the local colony of Galápagos Sea Lions!

To register for this tour, email or call: ivan@wildlatitudes.com, 503-714-3504

The Beach at Cerro Brujo
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To register for this tour, email or call: ivan@wildlatitudes.com, 503-714-3504
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After the noise of the beach, a 
hiking path takes us up the cliffs 
to a breeding site used by all 
three resident species of booby: 
Blue-Footed, Red-Footed, and 
Nazca. Nowhere else in the 
Galápagos do all three species 
nest side-by-side like this.

The hiking trail gives us great 
views of the surroundings. Along 
the way, we’ll get close looks 
at the saltbush and other tough 
shrubs that manage to survive in 
this arid volcanic landscape.

We’ll enjoy cocktails and dinner on board as the Coral II prepares to cruise to the next 
island.

Day 4 - Oct 20 - Española Island
We wake up off shore of Española Island. Suarez Point is on the western tip of Española 
and is one of the most wildlife-packed of all the visitor sites in the Galápagos. After 
landing on a beach that’s frequented by Marine Iguanas and Galápagos Sea Lions, 
we’ll enjoy a 2 mile hike along up around the cliffs.

To register for this tour, email or call: ivan@wildlatitudes.com, 503-714-3504
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The range of wildlife on show here is simply stunning! This is a great place to view the 
remarkable Blue-Footed Booby as well as its cousin, the Nazca Booby. You can also 
see the rare Waved Albatross at Suarez Point, up close, where they use the cliff tops to 
launch themselves into the air over the ocean.

Other bird highlights here are likely to include Española 
Mockingbird, Galápagos Dove, Elliot’s Storm-Petrel, 
Galápagos Petrel, Galápagos Shearwater, Galápagos 
Hawk, Galápagos Martin, Gray Warbler-Finch, and 
Española Ground-Finch. Several of these species are 
endemic to this island.

Another famous natural feature here is the blowhole. This geological formation funnels 
the incoming waves into a chamber where it gets compressed and then the air and 
seawater are forced out at great speed, making a spectacular plume of water shoot high 
into the air.

During lunch on board, the ship will take us over to Gardner Bay. This is a sheltered 

To register for this tour, email or call: ivan@wildlatitudes.com, 503-714-3504
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area on the eastern shore of Española 
Island. It boasts one of the best beaches 
in the Galápagos, with superb white 
sand. There is nowhere better on the 
archipelago to simply sit back, relax, and 
take in the marvels of the wildlife around 
you.

As well as the fun-loving Sea Lions you 
can also find Galápagos Mockingbirds 
here. These bold birds are full of curiosity, 
and often come and investigate your 
bootlaces, camera straps, and water 
bottles.

The wonderful Galápagos Green Sea 
Turtle can also often be seen in the 
shallows here, and along with a large 
variety of colorful reef fish. This makes 
Gardner Bay a great place to swim and snorkel.

After this unforgettable, amazing day, we’ll get to relax on board together for the 
evening.

Day 5 - Oct 21 - Floreana Island
We explore our third island in the archipelago today: Floreana.

To register for this tour, email or call: ivan@wildlatitudes.com, 503-714-3504

Our Commitment 
to Conservation
On every Wild Latitudes tour, we aim to make 
a positive conservation impact wherever we 
travel. We utilize the services of local guides 
and, when possible, stay in environmentally-
sensitive, locally-owned lodges. Through 
our partnership with the Rainforest Trust, a 
portion of all international tour fees goes 
to purchasing rainforest acreage, for its 
protection in perpetuity. On every trip, we also 
make a contribution to a local conservation 
effort that works to protect a native species or 
ecosystem. 

Galápagos Sea Lions Swallow-tailed Gull
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Cormorant Point is on the northern tip of Floreana, and we’ll land on a beach with olive-
green sand. This is due to a much higher than usual concentration of olivine crystals in 
the sand. Another beach nearby is made up mainly of coral sand and is almost a brilliant 
white in comparison.

We’ll walk to a large lagoon which is favored by American Flamingos, their pink coloring 
contrasting with the green sand. There is some good snorkeling here, and you can often 
spot rays in the shallows. There is a one mile hike option available that takes you to 
higher ground and provides great views over the lagoon, and to both beaches on either 
side of the Point.

Floreana Island is home to many lovely birds, including numerous species of Darwin’s 
Finches, as well as Floreana Mockingbird and Common Cactus Finch. It’s possible at 
the lagoon to find all three of the world’s phalarope species: Wilson’s Phalarope, Red-
necked Phalarope, and more rarely, Red Phalarope.

In the afternoon, after lunch, we’ll visit an interesting historical site. Floreana, like several 
of the Galápagos Islands, has a history of whaling. Whaling ships would call here to 
replenish stocks of food and water, and the sailors were often keen to send news to 
loved ones. A tradition began where sailors would leave a letter addressed home, 
hopeful that a ship heading back to port would pick it up and deliver it for them. This 
tradition of leaving letters and cards, and picking up others addressed to your home 
port earned this site the name “Post Office Bay”.

To register for this tour, email or call: ivan@wildlatitudes.com, 503-714-3504

American Flamingos on Floreana Island
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Decades later, the unofficial Floreana post office is still very active - why not leave a card 
of your own, or see if you could take one back to your home town for someone else?! As 
well as this charming tradition, Post Office Bay boasts a pleasant beach, and there is a 
short hiking trail down to a cave, which is actually a lava tube that runs down to the sea.

You will also have the opportunity to take a panga through some of the nearby coves 
and mangroves from which we can see sharks, rays, and sea lions swimming around 
you. There’s a chance we could even find the endemic Galápagos Penguin here!

The Coral II heads north this evening, towards Santa Cruz Island. We’ll take in the sunset 
this evening, and maybe see some seabirds from the “Moon Deck” on top of the ship.

Day 6 - Oct 22 - Santa Cruz Island
Santa Cruz is the only island on the Galápagos that allows us to travel through every 
habitat type that exists in the archipelago. This makes the journey north from the coast 
up into the highlands a fantastic opportunity to experience the breadth of life that exists 
on these islands.

We’ll board a bus to head up into the highlands. The journey starts from Puerto Ayora 
on the coast and climbs through the agricultural zone where open fields begin to give 
way to lush, green, mist-covered forests. This is a marked contrast to many of the 
islands which are at much lower elevation and much more arid. This verdant landscape 
is predominantly made up of dense Scalesia forest. Scalesia pedunculata is a tree that 
dominates this cloud forest ecosystem.

We’ll stop several times along the route to explore various sites. The most exciting 

To register for this tour, email or call: ivan@wildlatitudes.com, 503-714-3504
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stop, however, will be a Giant Tortoise reserve! We’ll get to see these incredible, iconic 
creatures up close.

Birds we’ll be on the lookout for today include Galápagos Mockingbird, Green Warbler-
Finch, Vegetarian Finch, and Woodpecker Finch.

We end up back at Baltra Island, just off the northern coast of Santa Cruz. After saying 
goodbyes to our ship and its crew, we’ll board the transfer vehicle that will take us on 
the short journey to the airport in plenty of time for your flight back to the mainland.

We wave goodbye—adios!—to the magical islands of the Galápagos as we fly to Quito 
on the mainland. We’ll stay that night at a hotel near the airport. We’ll try to find time to 
finish up our bird and wildlife lists for the Galápagos this evening, ideally while enjoying 
a cold beverage!
Lodging: Airport Hotel

Day 7 - Oct 23 - Begin the Cloud Forest Extension or Return Home
For those of us continuing on to explore the wild biodiversity of Ecuador’s cloud forests, 
see “Day 1” of the extension. 

If you’re ending your tour here, we’ll say our goodbyes and wish you a peaceful journey 
home (or wherever you might be heading). Saludos!

To register for this tour, email or call: ivan@wildlatitudes.com, 503-714-3504

Darwin's Finches
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Itinerary
Tentative and subject to change depending on weather, road, or other conditions.

Day 1 - Oct 23 - Yanacocha Reserve and Nono-Tandayapa Road
Guide Dan Van den Broek joins us for this exciting extension trip. We get an early start 
this morning, leaving Quito in our comfortable coach. We’re heading to the Yanacocha 
Reserve on the western flank of the Pichincha Volcano. We will spend the morning 
birding in high-altitude temperate forest, looking for specialties including: Andean Guan, 
Sword-billed Hummingbird, Great Sapphirewing, Golden-breasted Puffleg, Tawny and 
Rufous Antpitta, Hooded and Scarlet-bellied Mountain-tanagers, and many others. 

We’ll enjoy a boxed lunch in the field and then head westward, to middle elevations 
on the slopes of the Andes. We continue down the Nono-Tandayapa road, the historic 
route from Quito to the Pacific coast. We will bird this famous road, then arrive in the late 
afternoon to the wonderful Bellavista Cloud Forest Reserve located at 7,200 feet.  
Lodging: Bellavista Lodge

Quito

E C U A D O R
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Day 2 - Oct 24 - Birding Bellavista and Tandayapa-Mindo Road
The grounds of our lodge are impressively birdy. We’ll offer some pre-breakfast birding 
here to look for colorful species like the Toucan Barbet, Plate-billed Mountain-Toucan, 
Turquoise Jay, Green-and-black Fruiteater, Blue-winged Mountain-Tanager, as well as 
a dozen species of hummingbirds. 

After breakfast, we continue exploring the reserve trails. There will be great 
opportunities for photos at the hummingbird feeders, and possibly for flowering orchids. 
Lunch will be at the lodge.

We check out of the lodge then explore the Tandayapa-Mindo road. We descend 
in altitude to a warmer subtropical climate at 4,550 feet above sea level to visit the 
beautiful hummingbird garden in the Alambi Reserve. Over 40 hummingbird species 
have been recorded here! After a couple of hours, we continue down the road to Sacha 
Tamia, our lovely home for the next three nights. 
Lodging: Sacha Tamia Lodge

Cloud Forest on the West Slope of the Andes in Ecuador
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Day 3 - Oct 25 - Rio Silanche Bird Sanctuary
This will be a full day exploration of the Rio Silanche Bird Sanctuary located in the 
Chocó Lowlands. This bioregion is extremely endangered due to colonization and palm 
oil plantations. We will bird along the road, on the trails, and on top of the observation 
tower (50 feet high). Birding from the tower is often an exciting experience… You never 
know what amazing birds will show up at eye level! 

Rio Silanche Bird Sanctuary offers an 
opportunity to target many bird species 
otherwise difficult to see in Ecuador. Among 
these are Purple-chested Hummingbird, 
Chocó Trogon, Chocó Toucan, Double-banded 
Graytail, Black-tipped Cotinga, Slate-throated 
Gnatcatcher, Scarlet-breasted Dacnis, Scarlet-
and-white Tanager, and many others.

As always, we’ll be sure to keep an eye out 
for non-avian wildlife, like interesting reptiles, 
amphibians, and insects.

We’ll have a boxed lunch in the tropical forest. Back at the lodge in the afternoon, we 
should have time to relax and reflect on all we’ve seen so far.
Lodging: Sacha Tamia Lodge

Day 4 - Oct 26 - Mashpi Amgusa Reserve
This morning we’ll visit the Mashpi Amgusa Reserve. 
Located in the Mashpi-Pachigal Important Bird Area, this 
is one of the newest IBAs in Ecuador. This private reserve 
occupies a unique location. We’ll bird for specialties of 
the foothill forests, such as Glistening-green and Moss-
backed Tanager, Black-chinned Mountain-Tanager, Black 
Solitaire, Indigo Flowerpiercer, and perhaps the opportunity 
to search for endemics such as the Rose-faced Parrot, 
Orange-fronted Barbet, Toucan Barbet, Orange-breasted 
Fruiteater, Moss-backed Tanager, Chocó Vireo, and Long-
wattled Umbrellabird. 

Toucan Barbet

Andean Cock-of-the-Rock
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Lunch will again be in the field, then we’ll have some rest and relaxation time back at 
the lodge. We can take some more time to enjoy the bird feeders and the trails of this 
beautiful Reserve.
Lodging: Sacha Tamia Lodge

Day 5 - Oct 27 - Angel Paz Reserve
The morning starts very early with a visit to the spectacular Andean Cock-of-the-rock 
lek. This should be an unforgettable experience. Afterwards, we’ll have a chance to see 
three species of antpittas: Yellow-breasted, Moustached, and Giant. These shy birds 
are difficult to see just about anywhere else in the world. There should be some great 
photo opportunities at the tanager and hummingbird feeders here as well.

Then we head back east, towards Quito. If time allows, we may stop at the Mitat del 
Mundo—the “Middle of the World”—where the Equator crosses the country. You can get 
a photo of yourself standing on the Equator!

We’ll then check into our comfortable hotel in Quito’s historic Old Town, where we’ll 
spend the next two nights.
Lodging: Patio Andaluz, Quito

Day 6 - Oct 28 - Exploring the City of Quito
Today, you have the options of exploring the historic neighborhood on foot, taking a city 
tour, or simply relaxing with a good book at the hotel.
Lodging: Patio Andaluz, Quito

Sword-billed Hummingbird

Booted Racket-tail Hummingbirds
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Day 7 - Oct 29 - Departures
It’s off to the airport this morning, where we’ll say our final goodbyes after a big 
adventure across two amazing regions of Ecuador. Adios, amigos!

Old Town Quito 

Great Sapphirewing Hummingbird Golden-naped Tanager
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Your GuideS

DAN VAN DEN BROEK

Dan spent countless days tracking down birds, exploring a woodlot next to his 
childhood home. Dan’s single minded pursuit of birds opened his eyes to how 
plants and the landscape were being used by his avian neighbors. His curiosity 
expanded to include anything he could identify: dragonflies, butterflies, frogs, sala-
manders, small mammals, etc. There are so many rewards when you take a min-
ute to pay attention to what is happening in nature, such as interpreting behavior, 
understanding migratory patterns, and knowing intricate plant and animal relation-
ships, to name a few. 

Critical to our understanding of nature and conservation is to consider how people 
and nature can coexist in a mutually beneficial way and vital to travel is to ensure 
that people and nature benefit from tourism. 

Dan spent the past 18 years leading trips throughout the world, sharing amazing 
experiences with hundreds of people. 

To register for this tour, email or call: ivan@wildlatitudes.com, 503-714-3504

IVAN PHILLIPSEN

Ivan is a dedicated naturalist with a background in scientific research. He holds a 
M.S. in Biology from Cal State San Bernardino and a Ph.D. in Zoology from Oregon 
State University. As Co-owner of Wild Latitudes, Ivan has been able to apply his 
knowledge in crafting and leading ecotours around the world.

Natural history is Ivan’s true passion and what he is most excited to share with tour 
participants. Although he is fascinated by just about every aspect of nature, Ivan is 
particularly fond of birds, reptiles, amphibians, invertebrates, plants, and geology. 
Everything is interconnected in nature and he does his best to take a holistic ap-
proach when teaching about the natural world.



IMPORTANT INFORMATION

THE PACE AND STYLE OF OUR TOURS
The primary goal of our trips is to experience and learn about the natural world, especially the 
region’s birds and other wildlife, and of course, to have fun! As birding is often a primary focus 
of our tours, and birds are active in the morning, we will sometimes have early morning outings 
before breakfast. That said, our style of birding may not be ideal for hard-core “listers.” We 
prefer to spend time observing the species we encounter, and learn a bit about their natural 
history, rather than rushing through the field to add the maximum number of species to our 
bird list. We also make diversions for interesting, non-avian wildlife, plants, geological wonders, 
and cultural activities. The pace of most of our trips is moderate, and we encourage anyone in 
good health to attend and enjoy the experience. Please contact us about if you need specific 
information on the types of physical activities on a tour and their physical requirements.

We strive to immerse participants in the local culture and to that end, wherever possible, we 
stay in locally owned and operated hotels that are designed and run in an environmentally 
sustainable way. Though some accomodations may be more basic than others, all are safe, 
clean and comfortable. We also utilize the services of local guides, visit local markets, and 
other culturally significant sites.

TOUR DATE AND TRIP LEADER CHANGES 
Leaders and schedules are determined up to a year in advance of our tours. In the event that 
we have a change in a tour’s dates or leaders, we reserve the right to do so, and will strive to 
inform participants as early in the process as possible. Additional leaders may be added to 
tours according to the group size, and will be specified in the tour itinerary. We also reserve the 
right to cancel any trip for which there are insufficient reservations.

HOW TO REGISTER FOR THE TOUR
When you’re ready to sign up for the tour, please let us know by doing one of the following:

• Send us an email at info@wildlatitudes.com
• Call us at 503-714-3504

Then we’ll send you the link to our online registration form. You can choose to pay your deposit 
by credit card or check. See ‘Deposit Policy’ below.

DEPOSIT POLICY
A deposit is due at the time of registration. A deposit is the only thing that guarantees your 
place on the trip. Registration can be made over the phone with a credit card: 503-714-3504. 
Note: there is an additional 3.0% fee for credit card payments. This is only what we are charged 
by the credit card company. 



IMPORTANT INFORMATION

Checks are happily accepted and should be made out to Wild Latitudes LLC. Include the tour 
name on the memo line of the check and send to: 

Wild Latitudes, PO Box 25115, Portland, OR 97298. 

PAYMENT POLICY
Full payment is required 90 days prior to the tour departure date for international tours or any 
tour involving flights; and 30 days prior to the tour departure date for local (i.e. in the Portland, 
Oregon area), van-based tours. 

CANCELLATION POLICY
In the event a participant needs to cancel a reservation for any tour, the following policies will 
apply:

• 90 days or more prior to tour departure date, the deposit will be refunded, minus an 
administrative fee of $100.

• Less than 90 days but more than 60 days prior to tour departure date, all payments 
refunded, minus 50% of deposit.

• Less than 60 days prior to tour departure date, no refunds will be given. 

We strongly recommend that you purchase trip cancellation insurance to protect yourself 
from unforeseen circumstances.

If for any reason Wild Latitudes cancels a tour prior to the start of the tour, full refunds—minus 
the cost of any internal/in-country airline tickets purchased and/or any non-refundable deposits 
or expenses already made by Wild Latitudes—will be given to all participants. In the event that 
the tour is canceled while underway due to unforeseeable events such as but not limited to 
natural disaster, military activities, social uprising, or other extremely dangerous conditions not 
within the control of Wild Latitudes, no refund will be issued. 


