November 29 - December10, 2021

FIJI

Birding and Natural History
Greetings, Fellow Explorer!
We’re excited to offer a tour of the beautiful country
of Fiji, an isolated archipelago in the Pacific Ocean
that in many ways fits the definition of a tropical
island paradise. But beyond the resorts, Fiji has
a less-traveled wild side. Its forests are filled with
outstanding birds and small reptiles, many of which
are endemic to Fiji or unique to the West Pacific.
Fiji’s vibrant coral reefs teem with countless species
of colorful fish and invertebrates, offering excellent
opportunities for snorkeling fun.
Our goal on this tour is to create wonderful
opportunities for you to learn about and experience
the natural history of Fiji— its birds, wildlife, ecology,
and geology— as well as its native culture.
We’ll visit three of Fiji’s largest islands: Viti Levu,
Kadavu, and Taveuni. Our adventure across the
islands will be a fun mixture of birding, snorkeling,
experiencing Fijian culture, and some time to relax
and enjoy the tranquility of nature.

TRIP DETAILS
Start Date: Nov 29, 2021
Duration: 12 days
Number of participants: Max of 10
Price: $4,295 per person
Deposit: $2100
Single Supplement: $1800
Included:
•
•
•
•
•

Double-occupancy lodging
Ground and water transportation
Breakfasts, lunches, and some dinners
Excursions and park fees
Guiding services

Not Included:
•
•
•
•
•

Airfare to/from Fiji at trip beginning/end
Internal flights within Fiji
Alcoholic beverages
Personal items
Optional gratuities for guides

There are three dozen bird species found in Fiji and
nowhere else. We have good chances of seeing most
of them on this tour. Birds we’ll be looking for include
multiple species of Fruit Dove, Shining Parrot, and Wattled Honeyeater. Each island we’ll visit has a different
combination of endemic species. Examples of birds we’re sure to see include the charming Orange-breasted
Myzomela, Peale’s Imperial Pigeon, and one of the islands’ top predators: the Fiji Goshawk.
The people of Fiji are famously friendly and down-to-earth. We’ll have opportunities on our journey to meet
locals and learn about Fijian culture, both past and present. The Kava Ceremony is central to life in Fiji and we’ll
have a chance to participate in this fascinating ritual with native Fijians.
Fiji is a special place in our hearts and we can’t wait to share its natural and cultural wonders with you!

Steve Robertson and Ivan Phillipsen
Co-owners and Lead Guides at Wild Latitudes
info@wildlatitudes.com

503-714-3504
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Itinerary

Tentative and subject to change depending on weather, road, or other conditions.

Day 1 - Nov 29 - Arrival in Fiji
Welcome to Fiji! Arrive at Nadi Airport on Viti Levu, Fiji’s main island. Trip Leaders will
welcome the group at the airport and will drive everyone to our nearby hotel. After
checking in, we’ll have a brief orientation meeting before we enjoy our first dinner
together.
Lodging: Tokatoka Hotel

Day 2 - Nov 30 - Transfer to Kadavu Island
After Breakfast we head to Nadi International Airport for our short flight to the island
of Kadavu. Staff from the Matava Ecoresort will transfer us by truck and scenic boat
ride to the remote resort. After being welcomed to the resort, we’ll settle in and enjoy
the tropical surroundings and bird the grounds before dinner. As the sun sets beyond
the quiet lagoon, we’ll gather to work on our bird and wildlife lists, enjoy some cold
beverages, and have dinner.
Lodging: Matava Ecoresort
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Day 3 - Dec 1 - Kadavu Island
Optional early morning bird walk up the forested slopes
behind the resort (several opportunities for this activity
over 2 days). The small island of Kadavu has 4 endemic
bird species that we’ll be on the lookout for, including
the beautiful Crimson Shining Parrot and Velvet Dove.
Great options for the afternoon include snorkeling on the
local reef, birding the nearby mangrove forest and/or a
bit of relaxing on the beach. Denizens of the reef include
Manta Ray, Clown Fish, and Giant Clams. As always,
we’ll end the day by filling in our Bird List and enjoying
dinner.
Lodging: Matava Ecoresort

Day 4 - Dec 2 - Kadavu Island
Early morning bird walk around the resort. Optional
boat ride over the Great Astrolabe Reef to a remote
snorkeling location. This is one of the world’s largest barrier reef systems and it teems
with a multitude of colorful fish and corals. We’ll have more free time to enjoy the
peaceful surroundings of the resort today. Additional bird walk prior to Bird List and
dinner.
Lodging: Matava Ecoresort
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Day 5 - Dec 3 - Transfer to Suva on Viti Levu Island
Depart Matava Resort by boat and then fly back to Viti Levu Island, this time to the
capital city of Suva. We’ll meet our local Fijian guide at the airport and do some forest
birding on the way to our hotel. In the afternoon, there will be an option of visiting the
Suva Harbor and waterfront to look for shorebirds and waterbirds, such as Gray-tailed
Tattler and White-faced Heron.
Lodging: Hotel Novotel

Day 6 - Dec 4 - Birding and Culture around Suva
We depart for an early morning of birding in Colo-i-Suva Forest Park. We have the
chance of finding a dozen Fijian endemics here—such Collared Lory, Fiji Parrotfinch,
and Fiji Bush Warbler— as well as other species unique to the West Pacific (regional
endemics). Activity options after lunch include strolling the Suva Municipal Market and
visiting the Fiji Museum. Optional activity: In the evening, we’ll drive up into the foothills
to visit a remote Fijian village, where we’ll participate in an authentic Kava Ceremony
with the locals.
Lodging: Hotel Novotel
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Day 7 - Dec 5 - River Adventure
We’ll check out of our hotel after breakfast and head west to the town of Pacific Harbor,
where we’ll make an excursion by motored canoe up the Navua River. We’ll be birding
along the way as we drift through a lush forest and pass lovely waterfalls. We’ll have
lunch at a village on the return journey and get more insight into Fijian culture. After our
boat trip we’ll continue driving west along the southern shore to our next hotel. Optional
activity: Night walk on the beach to look for weird and wonderful marine invertebrates
and other wildlife.
Lodging: Bedarra Beach Inn

Day 8 - Dec 6 - Birding and Beach Time
Early breakfast then a short drive to Sigatoka Sand Dunes National Park. Our local
guide will take us on a hike through the forest and dunes of the park to look for bird
species such as the Western Wattled-Honeyeater, Fiji Whistler, and Pacific Kingfisher.
After lunch, we’ll spend a few hours enjoying the gorgeous white sands and blue waters
of Natadola Beach. We then return to our hotel to do our bird list and enjoy dinner.
Lodging: Bedarra Beach Inn

Day 9 - Dec 7 - Transfer to Taveuni Island
Head to Nadi airport and fly north to Taveuni Island. Taveuni is the most ecologically
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pristine of Fiji’s larger islands and hosts a
rich diversity of native wildlife and plants.
We’ll check in to our resort on Taveuni
Island and enjoy a bit of birding around
the grounds before we work on our Bird
List and have dinner.
Lodging: Paradise Taveuni

Day 10 - Dec 8 - Taveuni Island
Birding local sites on the eastern side of
Taveuni Island, where we’ll search for,
among other birds, the beautiful Orange
Dove and Taveuni Silktail— species
endemic to the northern islands of Fiji.
Lodging: Paradise Taveuni

Nov 29 - Dec 10, 2021

Our Commitment
to Conservation
On every Wild Latitudes tour, we aim
to make a positive conservation impact
wherever we travel. We utilize the services
of local guides and stay in environmentallysensitive, locally-owned lodges. On
every trip, we make a donation to a local
conservation effort that works to protect
native species or ecosystems. When you
travel with Wild Latitudes, you’re helping
to protect the wild regions you visit and the
amazing species that call them home.

Day 11 - Dec 9 - Taveuni Island
A day for relaxation and fun. Options
include more local birding, snorkeling, etc.
We’ll finalize our bird and wildlife lists for the trip in the evening, leaving time to enjoy
our last dinner together and reflect on our Fijian adventure.
Lodging: Paradise Taveuni

Day 12- Dec 10 - Transfer to Nadi and Goodbyes
Check out of our resort and fly to Nadi. Last goodbyes and fly home.
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Your Guides
IVAN PHILLIPSEN
Ivan is a passionate naturalist with a background in scientific
research. He holds a M.S. in biology from Cal State San Bernardino
and a Ph.D. in zoology from Oregon State University.
He is the Co-owner of Wild Latitudes. Before starting this business,
Ivan lead many domestic and international tours for the Audubon
Society of Portland and still works for Lindblad Expeditions as
a shipboard naturalist in Southeast Alaska and Baja California,
Mexico. In recent years, Ivan has led birding tours to Uganda,
Ecuador, Mexico, Fiji, Iceland, and Australia.
Natural history is Ivan’s true passion and what he is most excited
to share with tour participants. Although he is fascinated by just
about every aspect of nature, Ivan is particularly fond of birds,
reptiles, amphibians, invertebrates, plants, and geology. Everything is interconnected in nature and
Ivan does his best to take a holistic approach when teaching about the natural world.

STEVE ROBERTSON
A true lover of the natural world, Steve Robertson has been a student
of nature his entire life. First, as a little boy, who caught every creature
he could for the mini zoo he kept in the garage, then later as an adult,
leading scientific research expeditions into some of the most remote
regions of the world, searching for rare species in such places as
Tasmania, Madagascar, and the upper Amazon Basin.
He is the Co-owner of Wild Latitudes. With degrees in Wildlife Biology,
advanced biology & education, Steve has worked in the field of
Environmental Education for over 30 years. From 1998 to 2017, he served
as the Education Director for the Audubon Society of Portland, creating
a number of innovative programs including International Ecotours, a
program that has won hundreds of accolades from around the country.
During his time with Audubon, Steve personally designed and led ecotours to over 20 countries, spanning six
continents.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
THE PACE AND STYLE OF OUR TOURS
The primary goal of our trips is to experience and learn about the natural world, especially the
region’s birds and other wildlife, and of course, to have fun! As birding is often a primary focus
of our tours, and birds are active in the morning, we will sometimes have early morning outings
before breakfast. That said, our style of birding may not be ideal for hard-core “listers.” We
prefer to spend time observing the species we encounter, and learn a bit about their natural
history, rather than rushing through the field to add the maximum number of species to our
bird list. We also make diversions for interesting, non-avian wildlife, plants, geological wonders,
and cultural activities. The pace of most of our trips is moderate, and we encourage anyone in
good health to attend and enjoy the experience. Please contact us about if you need specific
information on the types of physical activities on a tour and their physical requirements.
We strive to immerse participants in the local culture and to that end, wherever possible, we
stay in locally owned and operated hotels that are designed and run in an environmentally
sustainable way. Though some accomodations may be more basic than others, all are safe,
clean and comfortable. We also utilize the services of local guides, visit local markets, and
other culturally significant sites.
TOUR DATE AND TRIP LEADER CHANGES
Leaders and schedules are determined up to a year in advance of our tours. In the event that
we have a change in a tour’s dates or leaders, we reserve the right to do so, and will strive to
inform participants as early in the process as possible. Additional leaders may be added to
tours according to the group size, and will be specified in the tour itinerary. We also reserve the
right to cancel any trip for which there are insufficient reservations.
HOW TO REGISTER FOR THE TOUR
When you’re ready to sign up for the tour, please let us know by doing one of the following:
•
•

Send us an email at info@wildlatitudes.com
Call us at 503-714-3504

Then we’ll send you the link to our online registration form. You can choose to pay your deposit
by credit card or check. See ‘Deposit Policy’ below.
DEPOSIT POLICY
A deposit is due at the time of registration. A deposit is the only thing that guarantees your
place on the trip. Registration can be made over the phone with a credit card: 971-361-4629.
Note: there is an additional 3.0% fee for credit card payments. This is only what we are charged
by the credit card company.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Checks are happily accepted and should be made out to Wild Latitudes LLC. Include the tour
name on the memo line of the check and send to:
Wild Latitudes, PO Box 25115, Portland, OR 97298.
PAYMENT POLICY
Full payment is required 90 days prior to the tour departure date for international tours or any
tour involving flights; and 30 days prior to the tour departure date for local (i.e. in the Portland,
Oregon area), van-based tours.
CANCELLATION POLICY
In the event a participant needs to cancel a reservation for any tour, the following policies will
apply:
•
•
•

90 days or more prior to tour departure date, the deposit will be refunded, minus an
administrative fee of $100.
Less than 90 days but more than 60 days prior to tour departure date, all payments
refunded, minus 50% of deposit.
Less than 60 days prior to tour departure date, no refunds will be given.

We strongly recommend that you purchase trip cancellation insurance to protect yourself
from unforeseen circumstances.
If for any reason Wild Latitudes cancels a tour prior to the start of the tour, full refunds—minus
the cost of any internal/in-country airline tickets purchased and/or any non-refundable deposits
or expenses already made by Wild Latitudes—will be given to all participants. In the event that
the tour is canceled while underway due to unforeseeable events such as but not limited to
natural disaster, military activities, social uprising, or other extremely dangerous conditions not
within the control of Wild Latitudes, no refund will be issued.

