September 23 - October 6, 2023

BRAZIL

The Pantanal and Atlantic Forest
Greetings, Fellow Explorer!
Travel with Wild Latitudes to experience some of
the richest birding in the world as we explore two
of Brazil’s top natural areas, the Pantanal and the
Atlantic Forest.
The Pantanal is the single largest fresh-water
wetland on Earth, and it’s truly a birders paradise.
Over 4oo species of birds can be seen here,
including the Hyacinth Macaw, Rufescent TigerHeron, Sungrebe, Jabiru Stork, Buff-necked Ibis,
Roseate Spoonbill, and the Sunbittern, to name just
a few of the avian highlights. This area is a known
haunt of the Harpy Eagle, so we’ll also keep our eyes
to the sky for this majestic species. Along the way
we’ll also be searching for reptiles like the Yacare
Cayman and mammals such as the Capybara, Giant
Otter and the Black Howler Monkey, and we’ll
make a special effort to find one of the region’s most
elusive inhabitants, the Jaguar, the largest cat in the
New World.

TRIP DETAILS
Start Date: September 23, 2023
Duration of Main Tour: 14 days
Number of participants: Max of 14
Price of Main Tour: $4,895 per person
Deposit: $2,400
Single Supplement: $895
Included:
•
•
•
•
•

Double-occupancy lodging
Ground and water transportation
Breakfasts, lunches, and most dinners
Excursions and park fees
Guiding services

Not Included:
•
•
•
•
•

Airfare to/from Brazil at trip beginning/end
Internal flights within Brazil
Alcoholic beverages
Personal items
Optional gratuities for guides

Next it’s off to the coast, where a dizzying array of
hummingbirds await. We’ll visit local feeders to see
the Violet-capped Woodnymph, Glittering-bellied
Emerald, Saw-billed Hermit, and White-chinned
Sapphire buzzing the feeders in a blur of activity. Then we travel into the mountains of the Atlantic Forest,
where a plethora of tanagers, toucans and trogons can be found. Birds we’ll look for here include the Flamecrested Tanager, Surucua Trogon, White-eared Puffbird, Golden-winged Cotinga, Bare-throated Bellbird, and
the Saffron Toucanet.
While in Brazil, we’ll be sure to experience much of the cuisine & culture of this amazing country, and learn about
current conservation issues challenging it. Finally we head to Rio de Janeiro, to enjoy the sights and sounds of
this vibrant city, and stay right on the coast, overlooking the beautiful beaches of Ipanema.

Steve Robertson and Ivan Phillipsen
Co-owners and Lead Guides at Wild Latitudes
info@wildlatitudes.com

503-714-3504
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Itinerary

Tentative and subject to change depending on weather, road, or other conditions.

Day 1 - Sep 23 - Arrive in São Paulo, Brazil
Group arrives in São Paulo, Brazil, and is welcomed at the airport by Steve Robertson &
Ivan Phillipsen of Wild Latitudes. After brief introductions, we shuttle to the nearby Hotel
Panamby, relax a bit, then meet for an orientation to the country and an overview of the
trip. We’ll enjoy dinner at the hotel’s restaurant and call it an early evening so we can get
a start fresh for the next day.
Lodging: Hotel Panamby; hotelpanambysaopaulo.com.br

Day 2 - Sep 24 - Fly to Cuiabá, travel overland into the Pantanal
After an early breakfast it’s off to the airport to catch our flight to Cuiabá. Once in
Cuiabá, we meet or local guide, load the vehicle, and travel overland to the Pantanal,
the largest wetland in the world. Of course we’ll be birding as we go as this lush region
is a hotspot for waterbirds of all types. Enroute we can expect to see such species as
the Jabiru, American Wood Stork, Buff-necked Ibis, Green Ibis, Whistling Heron, Boat-
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billed Heron, the Sunbittern, and many more. We’ll arrive at our hotel by late afternoon
with time to bird the area and enjoy the sunset. We’ll gather in the evening to add the
birds we’ve seen to our bird list before dinning at the hotel.
Lodging: Pantanal Mato Grosso Hotel; hotelmt.com.br/pantanal-mato-grosso-hotel

Day 3 - Sep 25 - Birds & Wildlife of the Pantanal
We’ll spend the day birding the area by boats, vehicle and on foot to make the most of
our time in this birders’ paradise. While exploring this vast wetland, we’ll see more than
just waders and waterbirds. Species like the Hyacinth Macaw, Blue and Yellow Macaw,
Blue-throated Piping Guan, Scarlet-headed Blackbird, and the diminutive Bat Falcon
are all likely to be added to our list before leaving the Pantanal, as are all five species
of South America’s kingfishers, including the elusive American Pygmy Kingfisher. We’ll
return to the hotel with time to freshen up before we gather again for dinner and to go
over our list.
Lodging: Pantanal Mato Grosso Hotel; hotelmt.com.br/pantanal-mato-grosso-hotel

Day 4 - Sep 26 - Adventuring deeper into the Pantanal
After a bit of pre-breakfast birding, we eat, and then head south to our next lodge
located deep in the Pantanal, at the very end of the Transpantaneira Road. This lodge
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The Pantanal: A UNESCO World Heritage Site
The Pantanal is commonly considered the world’s largest fresh-water wetland, encompassing an
area of about 72,000 sq mi, making it larger than the State of Washington. It is located mostly
within the Brazilian State of Mato Grasso, but also extends into Bolivia and Paraguay.
The name “Pantanal” comes from the Portuguese word pântano, meaning wetland or marsh,
while the Brazilian highlands are locally referred to as planalto, meaning high plain. The Pantanal
is a huge, gently-sloped basin that receives runoff from the surrounding planalto, and is also fed
by the upper Paraguay River. It is not a true basin, meaning that the water within it is not trapped,
or land-locked, but rather is slowly released through the lower Paraguay River and its tributaries.
The geologic formation on which the Pantanal sits, is a large, concave depression in the Earth’s
crust that was formed several million years ago. Over time, an enormous internal river delta
was formed by the aforementioned rivers and runoff. Additional water enters the basin directly
via rainfall, as the Pantanal receives an average of 39–55 in each year. Roughly 80% of the
Pantanal floodplains are submerged during the rainy seasons, nurturing an astonishingly diverse
collection of aquatic plants, that in turn, support a rich array of animal species.
The vegetation of the Pantanal is a mixture of plant communities including Amazonian rainforest
plants, semiarid woodland plants, savannah species, and grasslands, the latter covering the
seasonally inundated areas. Regarding fauna, the Pantanal is home to nearly 1000 bird species,
roughly 400 fish species, 300 mammalian species, more than 400 species of reptiles and almost
10,000 known species of invertebrates. Two of the rarest mammals to inhabit the wetlands are
the Marsh Deer and the Giant River Otter. The area is home to the endangered the Hyacinth
Macaw, Crowned Solitary Eagle, Maned Wolf, South American Tapir, and the Giant Anteater.
The Pantanal also holds one of the largest and healthiest Jaguar populations in the world. The
Pantanal is truly one of the most significant, biologically diverse ecosystems on Earth.
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offers an ideal location to search for another highly sought after species of the region,
the Jaguar. This big cat is a lover of fish, and it is often seen in and around the many
waterways of the Pantanal. We also have good chances also for the Marsh Deer, another
prey species of the Jaguar. Additional birds we hope to see in the Pantanal include
the Plumbeous Ibis, Maguari Stork, Greater & Lesser Yellow-headed Vultures, Great
Black Hawk, and the Greater Rhea. As is our custom, we’ll meet in the evening to enjoy
dinner and go over our bird and wildlife lists.
Lodging: Hotel Pantanal Norte; portojofre.com.br

Day 5 - Sep 27 - River Birding & Wildlife Cruise
Today we’ll enjoy a full day cruising on the river by boat, the ideal platform from which
to bird and watch for wildlife. We’ll have excellent chances of seeing the Yacare Caiman
and Giant Otter, along with a myriad of water birds like the Rufescent Tiger-heron,
Roseate Spoonbill, Cocoi Heron, Olivaceous Cormorant and Bare-faced Ibis. We’ll
return to our lodge with time enough to relax a bit before we meet for dinner and to
review our bird list.
Lodging: Hotel Pantanal Norte; portojofre.com.br
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Day 6 - Sep 28 - Birding & Game Drive North Along the Transpantaneira Road
We’ll offer a bit of pre-breakfast birding, and then load the vehicle to bird/game drive
north, back up the Transpantaneira Road. We’ll be looking for a number of primates like
the Black Howler, Brown Capuchin and Black-tailed Marmoset that often frequent the
forest edge created by the road ways. Birds we could see along the way include the
Red-billed Scythbill, Crowned Eagle and the stunning King Vulture. We plan to arrive at
our lodge by late afternoon, in time to enjoy the lodge and its surroundings before we
regroup for dinner and our bird and wildlife lists. Optional activity: night drive.
Lodging: Piuval Lodge; pousadapiuval.com

Day 7 - Sep 29 - One Last Day to Explore the Pantanal
On this last day in the Pantanal, we will give priority to search for birds and other wildlife
missing from our list. These could include the Dusky-headed Parakeet, Red-shouldered
Macaw and Yellow-tufted Woodpecker. As always, we’ll gather to enjoy dinner together
and review our bird list.
Lodging: Piuval Lodge; pousadapiuval.com

Day 8 - Sep 30 - Travel from the Pantanal to Ubatuba, on the Coast
Today is primarily one of travel. After breakfast, we load the vehicle and head to the
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airport in Cuiabá where we catch our flight
to São Paulo. Once there, we board a
new vehicle to travel to Ubatuba, a drive
of about 2 hours proving some lovely
scenery of the Brazilian countryside. We
hope to arrive to our hotel before dusk,
after which we check in and regroup for
Dinner.
While in the Coastal town of Ubatuba, we
hope to provide everyone with a little free
time to experience a bit of its Brazilian
culture. Though Ubatuba is considered a
tourist town, many of the tourists coming
here are in fact Brazilian, so it has retained
much of its native charm, offering the
chance to experience the sights, sounds,
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Our Commitment
to Conservation
On every Wild Latitudes tour, we aim
to make a positive conservation impact
wherever we travel. We utilize the services
of local guides and stay in environmentallysensitive, locally-owned lodges. On
every trip, we make a donation to a local
conservation effort that works to protect
native species or ecosystems. When you
travel with Wild Latitudes, you’re helping
to protect the wild regions you visit and the
amazing species that call them home.
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smells and vibe of Brazil. When here, one can hear live music playing in the streets,
catch the smells wafting from local eateries, and wander into any of a number of bars to
try out your Portuguese with the locals…
Lodging: Porto Di Mare Hotel; hotelportodimare.net

Day 9 - Oct 1 - Birding Ubatuba: a Frenetic Flurry of Hummingbirds & More!
After an early Breakfast, we head off for a full day of birding in Ubatuba, an area
rich birdlife (over 500 species recorded here!), and especially renowned for its
hummingbirds. We will visit a local hotspot for hummers, where their dizzying displays
around the feeders makes identification a fun challenge for even the most trained eye.
A few of the hummers we could see here include the Long-billed Starthroat, Swallowtailed hummingbird, Brazilian Ruby, Sapphire-spangled Emerald, and the adorable
Festive Coquette, just to name a few. We’ll bird several local greenspaces then to head
back to the hotel to enrich our list and enjoy an early dinner, after which everyone enjoy
a little evening free time in Ubatuba.
Lodging: Porto Di Mare Hotel; hotelportodimare.net
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Day 10 - Oct 2 - Travel into the Itatiaia National Park to bird the Atlantic Forest
After breakfast we check out of our hotel and travel overland to the Itatiaia National
Park, located in the Atlantic Forest, Brazil’s most endangered ecosystem. It once
covered an area of 1.5 million square kilometers; today it encompasses less than 7%
of its original size. Still, it is so diverse that more than 50% of Brazil’s tree species are
found here. Thought to be at least 60 Million years old, the Atlantic Forest is much
older than the Amazon, the two distinct ecosystems being separated from one another
by an expanse of dry grassland savannah. Because of this natural barrier, the Atlantic
Forest has evolved independently, receiving almost no botanical influence from the
Amazon. Thus there very few plants that live in both biomes, and there is little overlap of
animal species as well. Thus, birding in the Atlantic Forest offers a unique opportunity,
with possibilities to view such specialties the Black Hawk-Eagle, Maroon-bellied
Parakeet, Surucua Trogon, Rufous-capped Motmot, Spot-billed Toucanet, Black-billed
Scythebill, and White-barred Piculet, as well as several of the more common species,
like the Dusky-legged Guan, Saffron Tocuanet, and the lovely Green-headed Tanager,
just to name a few. We’ll re-group in the evening to enjoy dinner and go over our bird
list.
Lodging: Hotel Do Ype; hoteldoype.com.br
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Day 11 - Oct 3 - Birding Itatiaia National Park
Before breakfast we’ll bird the wonderful grounds and feeders of the hotel, and after
breakfast, we’ll spend the day birding the mid-sections of the park. In this region, we
hope to see such species as the Star-throated Antwren, White-bearded Manakin, Redbreasted Toucan, and the endemic White-throated and Ferruginous Antbirds, plus
many more. This forest is truly a birder’s paradise, and colorful tanagers and toucanets
are plentiful throughout the park. We’ll arrive back at our hotel in time to relax a bit
before we meet again for dinner and the bird list.
Lodging: Hotel Do Ype; hoteldoype.com.br

Day 12- Oct 4 - Explore & Bird the Higher Regions of the Park
We’ll have an early breakfast then head to the upper areas of the park where a new
array of species await us. Though a steep area to bird, our reward will be superb: the
endemic Golden-winged Cotinga, along with the Itatiaia Spinetail, Blue Manakin,
Brassy-breasted Tanager and Gilt-edged Tanager are among the many species we
hope to encounter here. After a box lunch in the field to make the most of our time, we
return to our lodge just after dusk, with chances for Tawny-browed Owl on the way
back. After taking time to freshen up, we’ll meet as always for dinner and to add the
day’s species to our list.
Lodging: Hotel Do Ype; hoteldoype.com.br
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Day 13 - Oct 5 - Travel to Rio de Janeiro
Today we’ll load up after breakfast then travel overland to Rio de Janeiro, a short, yet
scenic journey of only 2-3 hours. We’ll have lunch on arrival at a local restaurant, then
check into our hotel located right across from the famous beach of Ipanema. In the early
afternoon, we’ll visit the iconic Christ the Redeemer statue that looks over the beautiful
city of Rio. We’ll have an early dinner at a local restaurant, followed by free time in the
evening for everyone to experience this amazing city.
Lodging: Praia Ipanema Hotel; praiaipanema.com

Day 14 - Oct 6 - Rio de Janeiro!
After breakfast, everyone will have a free day in Rio to enjoy as they wish. We’ll offer
an optional outing to bird the Botanical Gardens, and perhaps a stroll to see the coffee
house where the “The Girl From Ipanema” was written. We’ll re-group in the evening at
the hotel, collect our bags, then visit a nearby restaurant for dinner, after which we head
to the airport to say our farewells before flying home.
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Your Guides
STEVE ROBERTSON
A true lover of the natural world, Steve Robertson has been a student
of nature his entire life. First, as a little boy, who caught every creature
he could for the mini zoo he kept in the garage, then later as an adult,
leading scientific research expeditions into some of the most remote
regions of the world, searching for rare species in such places as
Tasmania, Madagascar, and the upper Amazon Basin.
He is the Co-owner of Wild Latitudes. With degrees in Wildlife Biology,
advanced biology & education, Steve has worked in the field of
Environmental Education for over 30 years. From 1998 to 2017, he served
as the Education Director for the Audubon Society of Portland, creating
a number of innovative programs including International Ecotours, a
program that has won hundreds of accolades from around the country.
During his time with Audubon, Steve personally designed and led ecotours to over 20 countries, spanning six
continents.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
THE PACE AND STYLE OF OUR TOURS
The primary goal of our trips is to experience and learn about the natural world, especially the
region’s birds and other wildlife, and of course, to have fun! As birding is often a primary focus
of our tours, and birds are active in the morning, we will sometimes have early morning outings
before breakfast. That said, our style of birding may not be ideal for hard-core “listers.” We
prefer to spend time observing the species we encounter, and learn a bit about their natural
history, rather than rushing through the field to add the maximum number of species to our
bird list. We also make diversions for interesting, non-avian wildlife, plants, geological wonders,
and cultural activities. The pace of most of our trips is moderate, and we encourage anyone in
good health to attend and enjoy the experience. Please contact us about if you need specific
information on the types of physical activities on a tour and their physical requirements.
We strive to immerse participants in the local culture and to that end, wherever possible, we
stay in locally owned and operated hotels that are designed and run in an environmentally
sustainable way. Though some accommodations may be more basic than others, all are safe,
clean and comfortable. We also utilize the services of local guides, visit local markets, and
other culturally significant sites.
TOUR DATE AND TRIP LEADER CHANGES
Leaders and schedules are determined up to a year in advance of our tours. In the event that
we have a change in a tour’s dates or leaders, we reserve the right to do so, and will strive to
inform participants as early in the process as possible. Additional leaders may be added to
tours according to the group size, and will be specified in the tour itinerary. We also reserve the
right to cancel any trip for which there are insufficient reservations.
HOW TO REGISTER FOR THE TOUR
When you’re ready to sign up for the tour, please let us know by doing one of the following:
•
•

Send us an email at info@wildlatitudes.com
Call us at 503-714-3504

Then we’ll send you the link to our online registration form. You can choose to pay your deposit
by credit card or check. See ‘Deposit Policy’ below.
DEPOSIT POLICY
A deposit is due at the time of registration. A deposit is the only thing that guarantees your
place on the trip. Registration can be made over the phone with a credit card: 971-361-4629.
Note: there is an additional 3.0% fee for credit card payments. This is only what we are charged
by the credit card company.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Checks are happily accepted and should be made out to Wild Latitudes LLC. Include the tour
name on the memo line of the check and send to:
Wild Latitudes, PO Box 25115, Portland, OR 97298.
PAYMENT POLICY
Full payment is required 90 days prior to the tour departure date for international tours or any
tour involving flights; and 30 days prior to the tour departure date for local (i.e. in the Portland,
Oregon area), van-based tours.
CANCELLATION POLICY
In the event a participant needs to cancel a reservation for any tour, the following policies will
apply:
•
•
•

90 days or more prior to tour departure date, the deposit will be refunded, minus an
administrative fee of $100.
Less than 90 days but more than 60 days prior to tour departure date, all payments
refunded, minus 50% of deposit.
Less than 60 days prior to tour departure date, no refunds will be given.

We strongly recommend that you purchase trip cancellation insurance to protect yourself
from unforeseen circumstances.
If for any reason Wild Latitudes cancels a tour prior to the start of the tour, full refunds—minus
the cost of any internal/in-country airline tickets purchased and/or any non-refundable deposits
or expenses already made by Wild Latitudes—will be given to all participants. In the event that
the tour is canceled while underway due to unforeseeable events such as but not limited to
natural disaster, military activities, social uprising, or other extremely dangerous conditions not
within the control of Wild Latitudes, no refund will be issued.

