November 10 - 19, 2022

BELIZE
BIRDING AND NATURAL HISTORY
Greetings, fellow explorer!
Join Wild Latitudes on this 10 day
adventure in Belize, one of the most
remarkable and diverse countries on
Earth. We’ll bird vast wetlands & tropical
rainforests, explore ancient Mayan cities,
and snorkel the second longest barrier
reef in the world, all in a country only one
tenth the size the state of Oregon!
We’ll team up with one of Belize’s top
naturalists to bird the country’s finest hot
spots, including the New River and the
famous Crooked Tree Wildlife Sanctuary,
keeping a lookout for such species as
the Blue-crowned Mot-Mot, Keel-billed
Toucan, Yucatan Jay, Royal Flycatcher, and
the elusive American Pygmy Kingfisher,
just to name a few.

TRIP DETAILS
Start Date: Nov 10 - 19, 2022
Duration: 10 days (9 nights)
Number of participants: Max of 14
Cost of main trip: $3,175 per person
Deposit: $1,600
Single Supplement: $745
Included:
•
•
•
•
•

Double-occupancy lodging
Ground and water transportation
Breakfasts and lunches
Excursions and park fees
Guiding services

Not Included:
•
•
•
•
•

Airfare to/from Belize at trip beginning/end
Dinners
Alcoholic beverages
Personal items
Optional gratuities for guides

But this is more than just a birding trip… Belize is also the Land of the Maya, and we’ll
delve into this fascinating culture as we explore three of the region’s most impressive
ancient cities, Altun Ha, Lumani, and the vast complex of Caracol.
Finally, we’ll head offshore to the cayes where we’ll snorkel the reef, go birding on the
island, and have two nights to enjoy the festive Island life of the Caribbean.
If you’re ready to sign up for this adventure, or if you have questions, just get in touch
with us by phone or email!

Steve Robertson and Ivan Phillipsen
Co-owners and Lead Guides at Wild Latitudes

info@wildlatitudes.com

503-714-3504
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Itinerary

Tentative and subject to change depending on weather, road, or other conditions.
Day 1 - Nov 10 - Arrival to Belize!
Everyone should arrive to Belize by the afternoon. Collect our bags, load the vans,
and travel an hour or so to Crooked Tree, a true Belizean community surrounded by
wetlands teaming with birds. We’ll have time to move in to the Birds Eye View Lodge
and bird the grounds before we gather for dinner. We’ll add our first day’s birds and
wildlife to our checklists before calling it a night.
Lodging: Birds Eye View Lodge

Day 2 - Nov 11 - Birding Crooked Tree
We’ll offer a bit of pre-breakfast birding, then after breakfast, we’ll explore & bird the
wetlands by boat. A specialty here is the Snail Kite that uses its hooked bill to feed on
the large Apple Snails found in the lakes. We’ll have a little downtime after lunch, then
spend the afternoon birding the pine forests and mixed habitats in and around Crooked
Tree, keeping an eye out for the beautiful Yucatan Jay. We’ll return to the lodge in time
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for our bird list, dinner, and weather-permitting, a wonderful night sky full of stars, our
view unhampered by the lights of any city.
Lodging: Birds Eye View Lodge

Day 3 - Nov 12 - Birding and Ruins of Altun Ha
Today we’ll have an early breakfast at the lodge, then bird nearby wetlands, forests and
grasslands. After lunch at the lodge, we’ll travel south an hour or so to the Mayan ruins
of Altun Ha, for our first experience with this ancient and impressive culture. We’ll have
time to explore the ruins and bird as well, hoping to see the Keel-billed Toucans known
to frequent the area. We’ll return to the lodge in time to enjoy a favorite beverage as
we go over our bird list, then have another delicious dinner before settling down for the
night.
Lodging: Birds Eye View Lodge

Day 4 - Nov 13 - New River and Lamanai
After breakfast we travel north from the lodge for a full day of birding and exploration.
We’ll bird by boat as we travel down the New River to the Mayan Ruins of Lamanai,
with chances of seeing a number of special species including the American Pygmy
Kingfisher and Jabiru Stork. Once at the ruins, we’ll have enough time at Lamanai to
bird as a group and to give everyone a chance to explore the ruins on their own. We’ll
return to lodge for our bird list and dinner.
Lodging: Birds Eye View Lodge

Day 5 - Nov 14 - Road to Caracol
After an early breakfast, we’ll depart Crooked Tree, stopping en route to visit the
Community Baboon Sanctuary, an excellent example of a successful citizen-driven
conservation effort. Local farmers and landowners have entered into a collective
agreement to set aside habitat, protect corridors for travel, and otherwise promise

BELIZE
not to harm the troops of Black Howler
Monkeys living in the area. This effort has
been very successful and an honor to
support. After our visit, we’ll travel west,
stopping en route at a wonderful, outdoor
Belizean restaurant for lunch. From there,
we continue west, turning south near
the Guatemala border, to our next hotel.
Located in a nice stand of second-growth
Jungle, our hotel offers very nice birding
opportunities. A short walk through the
forest lies the Macal River, where several
species of kingfishers are possible,
including the highly sought-after American
Pygmy Kingfisher. We’ll be sure to bird
the area well before meeting for dinner
and going over our bird list.
Lodging: Crystal Paradise Lodge
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Our Commitment
to Conservation
On every Wild Latitudes tour, we aim
to make a positive conservation impact
wherever we travel. We utilize the services
of local guides and, when possible, stay in
environmentally-sensitive, locally-owned
lodges. Through our partnership with the
Rainforest Trust, a portion of all international
tour fees goes to purchasing rainforest
acreage, for its protection in perpetuity.
On every trip, we also make a contribution
to a local conservation effort that works to
protect a native species or ecosystem.
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Day 6 - Nov 15 - Exploring the ruins of
Caracol
After an early breakfast, we’ll spend the
morning birding our way to Caracol, the
single largest, most remote and leastvisited of any major Mayan ruin in Belize.
Long thought to be a tertiary center, it
is now known that the site was one of
the most important regional political
centers of the Maya Lowlands. At its
height, Caracol covered an area of almost
200 square kilometers, making it much
larger than present-day Belize City, with
twice the modern city’s population. We
will pack a lunch for the day so we can
spend ample time exploring & birding
the temples and grounds of this massive
complex. We’ll bird our way home, and
after a little time to refresh, rendezvous at the lodge to go over our bird list with a
favorite beverage in hand.
Lodging: Crystal Paradise Lodge

Day 7 - Nov 16 - Birding Local Hotspots
Today we’ll follow our local guide’s suggestions to bird his favorite hotspots. Our hotel
is located close to where the Tropical Rainforest and the Dryer Pine Forests meet,
providing opportunities to encounter quite a range of avian species, including exciting
flocks of Ant Birds as they move through the vegetation following army ants, in hopes
of snacking on the many other insects the ant flush out of hiding. Other birds such as
the King Vulture, Rufus-tailed Jacamars and Blue-crowned Mot Mots are also possible
today, just to name a few. After a full day of birding, we’ll meet up in the evening to
review our bird list before enjoying another dinner at the lodge.
Lodging: Crystal Paradise Lodge

Day 8 - Nov 17 - Belize Zoo and Caye Caulker
Optional Pre-breakfast birding, then after breakfast, we say goodbye to our hosts then
head due East, stopping to visit the famous Belize Zoo and rehab facility en route, a

BELIZE

Nov 10 - 19, 2022

wonderful place to see and learn about the native species of Belize. We then head for
Caye Caulker via a Water Taxi that we catch in Belize City. We will check into the Island
Magic Resort then head out to one of the island’s many restaurants for dinner. Caye
Caulker is a small island located just off the barrier reef, affording wonderful snorkeling
opportunities. It is also filled with little shops, street vendors, restaurants and pubs…
more than enough to entertain us for the 2 days we’re there. After dinner, everyone may
explore the small island village as they like.
Lodging: Island Magic Resort

Day 9 - Nov 18 - Snorkeling on the Reef and Free Time
Breakfast at a nearby restaurant, then we’ll head out to the reef via boat(s) for a full
morning of snorkeling! This section of the reef is famous for its rays, so you can expect
a close (and safe) encounter with these wonderful creatures. We’ll return by noon for
lunch, leaving plenty of time for folks to further explore Caye Caulker. The afternoon is
free for everyone to enjoy as they wish… swim, shop, bird, relax by the pool, etc. Oh, and
yes, our hotel has a pool! The island also offers a few bird species we won’t have seen
on the mainland, and we encourage folks to keep their bins handy and eyes open. We
will try to fit in a bit of birding this day as well for those who are interested. We’ll regroup
for dinner at a nearby restaurant.
Lodging: Island Magic Resort

Day 10 - Nov 19 - Final Goodbyes at Tour’s End
We’ll meet for breakfast, go over our bird list one last time. There may be a little time for
some last-minute souvenir shopping before we depart Caye Caulker via Water Taxi, and
shuttle to the airport in time to catch our flights home.
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Your Guide
STEVE ROBERTSON
A true lover of the natural world, Steve Robertson has been a student
of nature his entire life. First, as a little boy, who caught every creature
he could for the mini zoo he kept in the garage, then later as an adult,
leading scientific research expeditions into some of the most remote
regions of the world, searching for rare species in such places as
Tasmania, Madagascar, and the upper Amazon Basin.
He is the Co-owner of Wild Latitudes. With degrees in Wildlife Biology,
advanced biology & education, Steve has worked in the field of
Environmental Education for over 30 years. From 1998 to 2017, he served
as the Education Director for the Audubon Society of Portland, creating
a number of innovative programs including International Ecotours, a
program that has won hundreds of accolades from around the country.
During his time with Audubon, Steve personally designed and led ecotours to over 20 countries, spanning six
continents.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
THE PACE AND STYLE OF OUR TOURS
The primary goal of our trips is to experience and learn about the natural world, especially the
region’s birds and other wildlife, and of course, to have fun! As birding is often a primary focus
of our tours, and birds are active in the morning, we will sometimes have early morning outings
before breakfast. That said, our style of birding may not be ideal for hard-core “listers.” We
prefer to spend time observing the species we encounter, and learn a bit about their natural
history, rather than rushing through the field to add the maximum number of species to our
bird list. We also make diversions for interesting, non-avian wildlife, plants, geological wonders,
and cultural activities. The pace of most of our trips is moderate, and we encourage anyone in
good health to attend and enjoy the experience. Please contact us about if you need specific
information on the types of physical activities on a tour and their physical requirements.
We strive to immerse participants in the local culture and to that end, wherever possible, we
stay in locally owned and operated hotels that are designed and run in an environmentally
sustainable way. Though some accommodations may be more basic than others, all are safe,
clean and comfortable. We also utilize the services of local guides, visit local markets, and
other culturally significant sites.
TOUR DATE AND TRIP LEADER CHANGES
Leaders and schedules are determined up to a year in advance of our tours. In the event that
we have a change in a tour’s dates or leaders, we reserve the right to do so, and will strive to
inform participants as early in the process as possible. Additional leaders may be added to
tours according to the group size, and will be specified in the tour itinerary. We also reserve the
right to cancel any trip for which there are insufficient reservations.
HOW TO REGISTER FOR THE TOUR
When you’re ready to sign up for the tour, please let us know by doing one of the following:
•
•

Send us an email at info@wildlatitudes.com
Call us at 503-714-3504

Then we’ll send you the link to our online registration form. You can choose to pay your deposit
by credit card or check. See ‘Deposit Policy’ below.
DEPOSIT POLICY
A deposit is due at the time of registration. A deposit is the only thing that guarantees your
place on the trip. Registration can be made over the phone with a credit card: 971-361-4629.
Note: there is an additional 3.0% fee for credit card payments. This is only what we are charged
by the credit card company.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Checks are happily accepted and should be made out to Wild Latitudes LLC. Include the tour
name on the memo line of the check and send to:
Wild Latitudes, PO Box 25115, Portland, OR 97298.
PAYMENT POLICY
Full payment is required 90 days prior to the tour departure date for international tours or any
tour involving flights; and 30 days prior to the tour departure date for local (i.e. in the Portland,
Oregon area), van-based tours.
CANCELLATION POLICY
In the event a participant needs to cancel a reservation for any tour, the following policies will
apply:
•
•
•

90 days or more prior to tour departure date, the deposit will be refunded, minus an
administrative fee of $100.
Less than 90 days but more than 60 days prior to tour departure date, all payments
refunded, minus 50% of deposit.
Less than 60 days prior to tour departure date, no refunds will be given.

We strongly recommend that you purchase trip cancellation insurance to protect yourself
from unforeseen circumstances.
If for any reason Wild Latitudes cancels a tour prior to the start of the tour, full refunds—minus
the cost of any internal/in-country airline tickets purchased and/or any non-refundable deposits
or expenses already made by Wild Latitudes—will be given to all participants. In the event that
the tour is canceled while underway due to unforeseeable events such as but not limited to
natural disaster, military activities, social uprising, or other extremely dangerous conditions not
within the control of Wild Latitudes, no refund will be issued.

