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50 Destinations for Your Nature Travel Bucket List
The World is a big, beautiful place, Full of
wildlife and landscapes that can touch your
heart and enrich your life.
Where to next?

There are way more than 50 amazing natural places to visit in the world, of
course, so it wasn’t easy to decide which destinations to include on this list.
Many of these places are widely regarded as awesome and show up on other
‘best’ lists. Also included here are some slightly more obscure places, to highlight
a few off-the-beaten-path options. We also drew upon our own travel experiences and love of birds and wildlife to include places that we feel should be on every
nature lover’s bucket list.
We hope you have the good fortune of getting to explore at least a few of these
natural places in your travels.
— Ivan Phillipsen and Steve Robertson
Co-owners and Lead Guides at Wild Latitudes
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1

Bwindi Impenetrable
National Park

2

Uganda

Lush montane rainforests on Uganda’s
southwestern edge are home to the
endangered Mountain Gorilla. Here you
can sit side-by-side with these amazing
animals in the wild.

1

The Serengeti
Tanzania

This vast region of grasslands and acacia
woodlands is among the best places to
see lions and many other big mammals.
The annual Great Migration of Wildebeest also thunders across these plains.

2

3

3

4

Victoria Falls
Zimbabwe

4

Madagascar
Madagascar

The combined height and width of this
waterfall make it the largest in the world.
The Zambezi River plunges into a deep
gorge cut into basalt bedrock, creating
a breathtaking scene of natural beauty.

Evolutionary isolation of this huge island
has turned it into a biodiversity hotspot.
About 90% of the plants and animals
here-- including the many charismatic
lemur species-- are found nowhere else.

Johnston’s Chameleon (Triceros johnstoni) in the Rwenzori
Mountains. Bwindi Impenetrable National Park, Uganda

Key for symbols:

Wildlife

Birdwatching

Landscape/Geology

UNESCO World Heritage Site
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Lilac-breasted Roller in Kruger
National Park, South Africa
5
6

7
8

5

6

Okavango Delta
Botswana

7

South Africa

The Okavango River never reaches the
sea. Instead, it forms a sprawling inland
delta that provides habitat for countless
wildlife species. Guided canoe trips
through this massive oasis are fantastic.

Key for symbols:

KRUGER NATIONAL PARK

Wildlife

Botswana

A prime safari destination for seeing Africa’s ‘Big 5’ mammals, as well as over
500 bird species, iconic baobab trees,
and much more. Get the full safari experience by staying in a bushveld camp.

Birdwatching

Landscape/Geology

Kalahari Desert

Red dunes, storybook sunsets, and starfilled nights characterize this remote
region. Wildlife is abundant here despite
the harsh environment. It’s a great place
to see Gemsbok Oryx as well as raptors.

UNESCO World Heritage Site

8

Table Mountain National
Park
South Africa

This park not only protects the diverse
and highly endemic plant life of the Cape
Floristic Province but also offers dramatic mountain scenery, ocean views, and
numerous hiking opportunities.
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9

Lake Baikal

10

Russia

Situated in Siberia, this is the planet’s
largest freshwater lake by volume. It
contains almost 25% of of the world’s
freshwater. Brown Bears, wolves, and
many other animals walk Baikal’s shores.

9
10
11

11

Zhangye National
Geopark
China

Voted one of the most beautiful natural
places in China, this park contains 322
square miles of fantastical geologic formations. Its cliffs, pillars, and ravines are
all formed of eroded sandstone.

Wildlife

Birdwatching

Mongolia

Wild Bactrian Camels and the occasional
Snow Leopard haunt this beautiful, ‘cold’
desert, which is high in both latitude and
elevation. Some of the world’s best dinosaur fossil beds are found here.

12

The freshwater Baikal Seal (Pusa sibirica),
on the shores of Lake Baikal, Russia.

Key for symbols:

Gobi Desert

Landscape/Geology

UNESCO World Heritage Site

12

Jigokudani Monkey Park
Japan

Wild Japanese Macaques soak in these
hot springs, much to the delight of
tourists who visit the site. Deep snows
in winter provide the best conditions:
fewer people and better photos.
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The rich forests of India’s Western Ghats
mountain range.

13

14
16
15

13

14

WOLONG NATURE RESERVE
China

Bhutan

This reserve in the Wolong Valley protects about 150 Giant Pandas as well as
thousands of other animals (including
Red Pandas) and plants across a range
of ecosystems.

Key for symbols:

15

BLACK MOUNTAINS

Wildlife

India

Primeval mountain valleys and peaks
in this region harbor nearly 800 bird
species along with Bengal Tigers, Sloth
Bears, and Bhutan’s national animal, the
Takin (i.e. Gnu).

Birdwatching

Landscape/Geology

WESTERN GHATS

One of the world’s richest biodiversity
hotspots. These mountains intercept
monsoon rains from the east, which supports a thick cover of lush forest. Much
of the wildlife here is endemic.

UNESCO World Heritage Site

16

Kaziranga National Park
India

Not only does the largest number of
Indian Rhinoceros dwell within this park,
it’s also home to one of the densest
concentrations of tigers anywhere in the
world.
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17

18
19

The Danum Valley on the island of Borneo

17

18

Ha LONG BAY
Vietnam

Borneo

Ancient limestone karst forms thousands
of picturesque islands in this bay near
Hanoi. Too steep for human habitation,
the islands host rare plants and animals.
The scenery here is truly magical.

Key for symbols:

Wildlife

Birdwatching

Landscape/Geology

Danum Valley

An ethereal lowland rainforest where
you can find wild Bornean Orangutans
and elephants. The birdwatching here
is superb and many opportunities are
available for seeing the forest’s wildlife.

UNESCO World Heritage Site

19

Komodo Island
Indonesia

The chance to see the world’s largest
lizard species in action is reason enough
to visit this island. But the landscape is
also beautiful and the surrounding sea
supports teeming, vibrant coral reefs.
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20
21

The RING ROAD
Iceland

The hauntingly beautiful countryside of
Iceland can be accessed by car on this
well-built road that encircles the entire
island. Marvel at the rich birdlife and
geological wonders all along the way.

20

23

21

Lapland
Finland

In the far north, experience one of Europe’s largest tracts of untamed wilderness. Wolves and bears roam among
forests, bogs, and fells, which also support many bird and wildflower species.

22

22

23

Cliffs of Moher
Ireland

Norway

More than 20 seabird species make their
nests on these towering cliffs, including
Atlantic Puffins. But the shale and sandstone rocks themselves are the main
attraction, offering jaw-dropping views.

Key for symbols:

A Golden Plover in Iceland

Pulpit Rock

Wildlife

This flat-topped granite cliff rises nearly
2,000 feet above the fjord below. The
views from the rock are epic and worth
the 2.5 mile hike needed to reach it. The
rock is popular, so don’t expect solitude.

Birdwatching

Landscape/Geology

UNESCO World Heritage Site
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24

Pyrenees

25

Spain

This lofty mountain range divides the Iberian Peninsula from the rest of Europe.
Subalpine valleys nestled between the
granite and limestone peaks are lovely
places to look for birds and plant life.

Verdon Gorge
France

The Verdon River cuts through 15 miles
of limestone rock in the Alps, forming
this beautiful canyon. Rafting and hiking
are popular here. Fine glacial sediment
gives the water its rich turquoise color.

26
25

27

24

Pyrenean Chamois, a ‘goat antelope’ found
in the high mountains of northern Spain

26

Lauterbrunnen Valley
Switzerland

72 waterfalls spill into this sublime
alpine valley. In the glacially-carved high
places, sparkling lakes are scattered
across wildflower-filled meadows. Picturesque villages complete the magic.

Key for symbols:

Wildlife

Birdwatching

Landscape/Geology

UNESCO World Heritage Site

27

Plitvice Lakes
Croatia

Limestone bedrock combined with unusual chalk deposits have combined
here to create a series of gorgeous blue
lakes. These spill one into the next, in
some places forming fairytale waterfalls.
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The Willow Ptarmigan is common
in Denali National Park.

28

29
30
31

28

29

Denali National Park
United States

Canada

Denali is North America’s highest peak
at 20,310 feet. It presides over a huge
wilderness park, crawling with Grizzly
Bears, Moose, Caribou, wolves, and
other charismatic fauna.

Key for symbols:

30

Banff National Park

Wildlife

United States

The Canadian Rockies at their best.
Bears, lynx, and wolverines are among
the carnivores you can see in this vast
park. Endless options exist for hiking,
skiing, and appreciating nature.

Birdwatching

Landscape/Geology

Glacier National Park

Ice Age glaciers sculpted the rugged valleys of this park in the Northern Rockies.
Only a handful of small glaciers remain,
but the landscape is superb for hiking,
birdwatching, and nature photography.

UNESCO World Heritage Site

31

Yellowstone
National Park
United States

The world’s first national park is still a
‘must-see.’ A supervolcano beneath the
surface here provides heat for numerous geysers. Wildlife is abundant in the
park’s 3,471 square miles of wilderness.
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Fascinating desert vegetation on
Espiritu Santo island in the Sea
of Cortez

33
32
34

35

32

33

Na Pali Coast
United States

34

United States

This rugged coastline runs across the
northern shore of the island of Kaua’i in
Hawaii. The most beautiful sections can
be accessed only by hiking, paddling, or
riding in a helicopter.

Key for symbols:

SEquoia National Park

Wildlife

United States

Groves of Giant Sequoia, the world’s
largest tree species, grace the western
slopes of the majestic Sierra Nevada.
Also within the park is Mount Whitney,
the tallest peak in the contiguous U.S.

Birdwatching

Landscape/Geology

Everglades
National Park

This park protects a vast subtropical
wetland ecosystem. Exploring by boat
provides wonderful birdwatching experiences as well as close encounters with
American Alligators and other wildlife.

UNESCO World Heritage Site

35

Sea of Cortez
Mexico

There are 37 major islands in this large
gulf. Each is a desert wilderness and
some have their own endemic animals
and plants. The sea itself has an amazing diversity of whales, sharks, and fish.
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36

Galapagos Islands
Ecuador

36

37

A fascinating archipelago of strange
islands inhabited by strange and wonderful wildlife. You’ll find no better place
to gain an appreciation of the forces of
evolution and the survival of the fittest.

38
39

38

39

Upper Amazon River
Peru

Key for symbols:

Wildlife

This is South America’s largest lake with
a surface of 3,232 square miles. Positioned high in the Andes, at over 12,000
ft., the lake harbors unique birds and fish
among its rocky islands and reed beds.

Birdwatching

Mindo Cloud Forest
Ecuador

Continual misting by clouds on the east
slopes of the Andes supports luxuriant
forests and a wild diversity of birds and
other animals. Dozens of hummingbird
species can be seen here in a single day.

Lake Titicaca
Peru

In the Amazon’s upper basin, rainforests
and waterways are bursting with wildlife: insects, fish, amphibians, reptiles,
birds, and mammals. Something amazing is around every bend of the river.

37

Landscape/Geology

UNESCO World Heritage Site

A Marine Iguana
(Amblyrhynchus
cristatus) in the
Galápagos Islands
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40

The Pantanal

41

Brazil

The most extensive tropical wetland on
Earth. It floods and dries dramatically on
a seasonal cycle. Home to the world’s
largest population of Jaguars, the Pantanal is the best place to see these cats.

40
41

Iguazu Falls
Brazil

Straddling the border of Argentina and
Brazil, this series of cataracts makes up
the most extensive system of waterfalls
anywhere. The sheer power and magnitude of falling water here is astounding.

42
43

Santa Cruz Waterlilies (Victoria cruziana) in
the Pantanal wetlands of Brazil

42

Torres del Paine
Chile

These iconic towers of granite in the
southern Andes loom over forests and
grasslands that are home to South American specialties like Guanacos, Rheas,
and their predator: the Mountain Lion.

Key for symbols:

Wildlife

Birdwatching

Landscape/Geology

UNESCO World Heritage Site

43

South Georgia Island
Great Britain

Several penguin species, numbering in
the many thousands of individuals, can
be visited on this remote island in the
South Atlantic. Alongside them are huge
colonies of Fur and Elephant Seals.
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The Short-beaked Echidna,
common to Tasmania, is one
of the world’s few egg-laying
mammals.

45
47

44

46

44

45

Uluru
Australia

46

Australia

Rising from the flat desert of Australia’s
Red Center, this monumental sandstone
rock is unmistakable. Many beautiful
birds and reptiles occupy the rock and
the habitats that surround it.

Key for symbols:

Kakadu National Park

Wildlife

Australia

A wealth of biodiversity fills this huge
park in Australia’s tropical north. The
park’s rivers, swamps, and rocky bluffs
provide rich habitats for Saltwater Crocodiles, wallabies, birds, frogs, and more.

Birdwatching

Landscape/Geology

Tasmania

Blanketed in heathlands and evergreen
eucalyptus forests, and punctuated by
craggy mountains, this island is a natural
wonderland. Look for birds, platypuses,
and the endemic Tasmanian Devil.

UNESCO World Heritage Site

47

Great Barrier Reef
Australia

The largest coral reef system in the world
is home to over 1,500 fish species and
many other animals, including whales
and sea turtles. Diving or snorkeling on
the reef is an awe-inspiring experience.
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A Giant Clam (Tridacna species)
on the coral reefs of Taveuni
Island, Fiji.

49

48

The Kea is an intelligent and
mischievous bird found only in
New Zealand.

48

Milford Sound
New Zealand

This fjord is one of the world’s top nature
destinations. The stunning, pristine
scenery here combines temperate rainforest, waterfalls, and dramatic cliffs.
Touring the sound by boat is ideal.

Key for symbols:

Wildlife

Birdwatching

Landscape/Geology

UNESCO World Heritage Site

49

Taveuni Island
Fiji

Fiji’s unique vegetation and wildlife are
well-represented on Taveuni, where the
ecosystems remain largely intact. Here
you’ll find endemic birds, world-class
coral reefs, and island tranquility.
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King Penguins in Antarctica

50

50

ANTARCTICA
International

Few places on Earth are as otherworldly
as Antarctica. Ice in all its forms creates
amazing displays of beauty and power
here. Close interactions with penguins,
whales, and seals are exhilarating.

Key for symbols:

Wildlife

Birdwatching

Landscape/Geology

UNESCO World Heritage Site
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